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Revelation  or  St.  JOHN,  VII.  14. 


.—And  he  [aid  unto  me.,  'Thefe  are  they 
luhich  came  out  of  great  tribulation, 
and  have  wajloed  their  robes.,  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
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S  the  Apoftle  John    Teems    to  have 
been    led   tnto    peculiar    intimacy 
with  our   blelTed  Saviour  while  oa 
earth    in  his  ftate   of  humiliation, 
fo  none  of  his  difciples  had  fuch  clear  mag- 
nificent difcoveries  of  him    in   his  glorified 
ftate  in  Heaven  :  By  means  of  his  prophetic 
vifions,  he  hath  laid  open  to  oar  viev/  thofe 
furprifing  fcenes  which    are  not    only  impe- 
netrable to  the  human  eye,  without    foreign 
aiTiftance,   bur  fuch,  as  minutely  refer  to  the 
chriiVian  church  in  its  various  fucccilive  peri- 
ods on  Earth,  as  well    as    glorious    fface    in 
Heaven  :  She  has  the  moft  formidable   ene- 
mies to  encounter,  confequently    the  Power 
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which  fdpports  and  makes  her  vlcflorious, 
muft  be  able  to  beflow  on  her  the  moft 
noble  rewards  ;  a  promifing  pledge  of  thefe, 
is  contained  in  thofe  fpiritual  ornaments  and 
graces,  which  no  more  form  her  torefifther 
oppofers  on  Earth,  than  to  engage  in  the 
fublime  employments  of  Heaven  :  A  repre- 
fentation  of  thefe,  the  apoftle  had  in  the  vi- 
rion mentioned  in  the  chapter  of  our  text  i 
He  faw  the  happy  and  profperous  flate  of 
the  church  at  the  end  of  her  repeated  grie- 
vous affliftions,  joining  in  a  folemn  ad  of 
praife  to  God,  and  that  *'  Lamb  who  had 
redeemed  them  from  every  tongue  and  na- 
tion under  Heaven";  our  bleffed  Lord  re- 
ceives this  title,  not  only  on  account  of  his 
moft  perfect  innocence,  but  alfo  becaufe  of 
the  {ingular  relation  Jbe  fuftained  towards 
thefe  devout  worfhippers  :  It  was  the 
peculiar  intereft  they  had  in  this  blood 
fhed  as  a  vi6lim  of  expiation  for  fiiij  which 
not  only  faved  them  from  the  moft  dread- 
ful deferved  punifhment,  but  introduced 
them  to  the  moft  fublime  and  durable  happi- 
nefs  ;  therefore  this  fame  apoftle,  who  in 
his  gofpel  calls  him  "  the  Lamb  of  God"  in 
his  revelation,  reprefents  him  as  "  a  Lamb 
Jlain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world",  who 
as  he  gave  life,  fpirit  and  meaning  to  his  own 
inftitutions  on  earth,  from  the  beginning  of 
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the  world,  Is  the  great  objcifl  of  divine  wor- 
fhip  in  heaven. 

In  the  ninth  verfeofour  chapter  we  are  told 
"  of  a  great  multitude  which  no  man  could 
number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and 
people,  and  tongues,  which  ftood  before  the 
throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with 
white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands."  For- 
merly the  difcovery  of  God's  grace  was  whif- 
pered,  as  we  may  fay,  in  a  corner  of  the 
world.  It  was  at  firft  confined  in  the 
families  of  the  Patriarchs  ;  It  then  reached 
the  nation  of  Ifrael  ;  but  this  reprerentati- 
on  aflures  us,  that  its  progrefs  is  not  com- 
pleated  until  it  has  vifited  the  whole  earth  ; 
for  this  glorious  fociety  is  made  up  of  a  col- 
lefllon  from  all  nations,  and  tongues,  and 
people  under  heaven  :  their  "  white  robes," 
and  external  ornaments  were  fignificant  of 
their  internal  purity,  as  well  as  joy  and  vi(fl:ory. 
It  is  added  in  the  eleventh  verfe,  "  And  all 
the  angels  flood  about  the  throne,  and  about 
the  elders,  and  the  four  bealls,  and  fell  be- 
fore the  throne  on  their  faces  worfhipping 
God."  Upon  the  entrance  of  fin  into  the 
world,  the  harmony  between  heaven  and  earth 
was  difturbed  >but  here  we  fee  a  wondrous 
affoclation  ;  not  only  is  a  union  efFecled  be- 
tween all  nations,  ranks  and  conditions  of 
men  on  earth,  but  God  and  the  creature,  an- 
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gels  alfo  and  men,  are  reconciled  and 
joined  together  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  : 
The  happinefs  of  the  heavenly  world  is 
progreffive  :  The  angels  have  received 
great  addition  to  their  knowledge,  and 
they  have  increafing  bleffednefs  by  behold- 
ing the  glory  of  God,  as  manifeft  in  his 
church,  through  the  medium  of  his  Son  ;  fo 
^at  they  are,  as  we  may  fay,  incorporated 
into,  and  have  an  intereft  in,  that  bhffed  fo- 
ciety  of  which  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
head  :  This  their  appearance  was  fo  magnifi- 
cent in  itfelf,  and  the  worfhip  they  paid  fo 
folemn,  as  no  doubt  deeply  penetrated  the 
mind  of  the  apoftle,  and  created  in  him  an 
earn  eft  folicitude  to  get  fome  more  cxafi:  in- 
formation of  them  :  And  he  was  led  on  in 
this  matter  by  a  queftion  from  one  of  the  el- 
ders, who  afked,  "  Who  are  thefe,  arrayed 
in  white  robes  ?  and  from  whence  came 
they?"  With  the  reply  of  the  apoftle,  comes 
the  words  of  our  text,  "  Sir,  thou  knoweft : 
And  he  faid  unto  me,  Thefe  are  they  which 
came  out  of  great  tribulation, and  have  wafh- 
ed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb." 

Let  us  therefore  enquire  in  the  flrO:  place 
what  we  are  to  underftand  by  the 
*■  blood  of  the  Lamb." 

Then 
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Then  let  us  afk,  fecondly,  "  Who  arc 
thofe  who  come  out  of  great  tribulati- 
on ?"  Or,  who  are  thofe  to  whom  that 
charafler  is  applicable  ? 

And,  Thirdly,  fhew  how  thofe  of  this 
chara«5l€r  had  their  "  robes  made  white 
in  the  blood  of  this  Lamb"  ;  or  what 
is  implied  in  it. 

Our  propofed  method  leads  us  briefly  to 
enquire  in  the  firft  place,  What  is  intended 
or  meant  by  "  the  blood  of  the  Lamb." 

And  here  as  our  blelfed  Lord  is  often 
called  in  fcripture  the  Lamb  of  God,  fo  by 
the  expreflion  in  the  text  we  are  naturally 
led  to  the  great  chriftian  dodrine  of  atone- 
ment by  Chrlft's  flefh  and  blood;  or  that  fa- 
6rifice  which  he  made  of  himfelf  for  fin  :  As 
flefh  and  blood  have  a  mutual  dcpendance 
on  each  other,  it  mufi:  include  our  Lord's  in- 
carnation, as  well  as  his  death  :  He  could 
not  become  incarnate  without  affuming  our 
nature,  nor  could  he  fhed  his  blood  without 
fuffering  in  it.  That  early  intimation  to  our 
fjrd  progenitors,  *'  *  That  the  feed  of  the 
woman  fliould  bruife  the  head  of  the  fer- 
pent,"  was  pregnant  with  unfpeakable  blef^ 
fings  ;  it  contained  in  miniature,  as  we  may 
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fay,  the  whole  covenant  of  grace,  which  has 
been  expanding  itfelf  for  many  paftages :  As 
Adam  afled  in  a  federal  capacity,  fo  we  were 
condemned  in  a  head  and  reprefentative  ;  the 
penalty  annexed  to  difobedience,  depended 
upon  the  will  of  God,  and  no  juft  objection 
could  be  formed,  if  he  fhould  judge  it  fuita- 
ble,  againfl:  our  fufFering  in  another  head. 
An  infeperable  connection  is  eftablifhed 
between  fin  and  fufFering  ;  our  bleffed 
Saviour  is  appointed  our  head  and  furety  : 
The  nature  of  his  office  therefore,  in  con- 
rseflion  with  the  firft  promife  given  to  man, 
points  out  the  neceffity  of  his  affuming  that 
fame  nature  vi^hich  had  finned,  obeying  that 
fame  law  which  was  injured,  and  fuffering 
that  fame  penalty  which  was  connected  with 
difobedience :  In  confequcnce  of  this  ap- 
pointment, a  feries  of  communications  for 
many  paft  ages  have  opened  between  God 
and  us,  which  have  carried  in  them  as  plain 
a  reference  to  our  Saviour's  incarnation,  fuf- 
ferings  and  death,  as  efFeds  to  their  caufes. 

The  notion  of  expiatory  facrifices  is  of  di- 
vine original :  they  have  made  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  religion  of  the  heathen  world, 
and  were  ever  viewed  by  them  as  necefTary 
requifites  to  atone  for  guilt:  But  as  it  is  a 
natural  fuggeGlon,  that  to  take  away  the  life 
of  an  innocent  animaljWouKi  rather  enhance, 

than 
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than  atone  for  it,  it  is  not  eafy  to  compre- 
hend, how  they  fliould  adopt  facrificing  as 
part  of  their  religious  rites,  unlefs  they  had 
fome  higher  authority  than  their  own  inven- 
tions :  Be  this  as  it  may  :  From  the  entrance 
of  lin  into  the  world,  God  has  not  been 
truly  worihipped  but  by  facrifices.  They 
were  of  the  fame  nature  and  efficacy  before, 
as  after  the  giving  of  the  law  :  The  whole 
fyftem  of  the  Jewifh  rites  and  ceremonies, 
as  they  were  the  immediate  appointment  of 
Heaven,  at  once  fhewed  that  "  without 
fhedding  of  blood  there  was  no  remiflion", 
and  alfo  that  they  minutely  referred  to  fome 
great  future  facrifice,  without  which  they 
would  not  only  be  infignificant  but  ftriftly 
improper:  For  as  the  facrifices  of  beafts 
could  neither  expiate  for  (in,  or  fufEciently 
glorify  God's  juftice  or  mercy,  it  would  be 
an  impeachment  of  his  wifdom  as  well  as 
his  goodnefs  to  have  appointed  them,  with- 
out manifeft  reference  to  a  better  :  And  all 
fuch  as  in  the  former  ages  of  the  church, 
looked  beyond  the  outward  appearance,  and 
entered  into  the  fpiritof  the  Jewilh  difpenfa- 
tion,  viewed  the  ceremonial  law  as  typical  of 
the  Mellias  :  We  are  exprefly  told  by  thd 
apofUe  Peter,  "  *  Of  which  falvation  the 
prophets  have  enquired,  and  fought  diligent- 
ly, who  prophefied  of  thegraee  which  fhould 
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come  urito  you,fcarching  what  or  what  rnari* 
rer  of  time,  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  which  was 
in  them  did  teftify  before-hand  the  fufFerings 
of  Chrift,  and  the  glory  which  fhould  fol- 
low." 

All  the  promifes  of  God  are  pregnant  with 
good,  and  in  proper  time,  ever  have  a  com- 
pleat  fulfilment  :  Our  Savior's  perfonal  ap- 
pearance on  earth,  moft  clearly  comported 
with  all  the  preceding  types  and  fhadows,  as 
well  as  prophetic  defcriptions  of  his  perfon 
and  charadler.  In  him  we  find  a  moft  won- 
derful union  betweenGod's  nature  and  our's: 
This  his  appearance  in  the  fleih  enabled  him 
more  fully  to  magnify,  and  efFeaually  fecure 
the  honor  of  the  divine  law,  more  brightly 
to  difplay  divine  juftice,more  clearly  to  point 
out  the  evil  and  danger  of  fin,  but  efpeciai- 
ly  to  make  that  fm-offering  which  God  had 
provided  for  us,  and  without  which,  accord- 
ing to  facred  writ,  "  there  could  be  no  re- 
miflion." 

So  fenfible  was  the  evangeiift  John  of  the 
nature  and  defign  of  his  mifTion,  that  he 
made  no  fcruple  to  call  him  "  *  the  iamb 
of  God  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the 
world",  *'  for  we  are  redeemed,"  fays  the 
Apoftle  Peter,  "fwith  the  precious  blood  of 
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Chrift,  as  of  a  Iamb  without  bleii>lfh  and 
without  fpot".  In  confequence  of  this,  he 
Is  reprefcnted  in  Heaven  "  as  a  Lamb  that 
had  been  flain,"  and  becaufe  the  former  fa- 
crifices, which  commenced  by  divine  appoint- 
ment upon  the  fin  of  man,  minutely  refer'd 
to  him  as  their  centre,  he  is  again  faid  to 
"  be  a  iamb  flai^n  from  thefoundatiori  ofthe 
world."  The  apoftle  Paul  was  well  indoflri- 
nated  in  the  principles  of  the  Jewifh  religion; 
and  he  tells  us,  "  f  That  every  high  prieft 
is  ordained  to  offer  gifts  and  facrificcs,where- 
fore  it  is  of  neceflity  that  this  man  have  alfo 
fomewhat  to  offer."  This  offering  can  be  no 
other  than  the  facrificc  of  the  Son  himfeif  ; 
not  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  but  his 
own  blood,  which  in  fcripture  is  called  *'  the 
blood  of  God" :  And  on  account  of  its  won- 
drous efficacy  to  take  away  fin,  the  church 
in  heaven  and  earth  unite  in  their  afcriptions 
of  praife,  faying,  *'  Worthy  is  the  lamb  that 
was  flain"  ;  which  plainly  prefuppofes,  that 
the  blood  referred  to  in  the  text,  is  no 
other  than  the  blood  proceeding  from  that 
wondrous  perfon  in  whom  alone  was  found 
a  union  of  the  divine  and  human  natures  : 
The  padages  of  fcripture  already  cited, 
Vv^ith  many  others  of  the  fame  import; 
clearly  evince,  that  our  Lord  in  h\§ 
(late  of  incarnation,  hot  Only  fuftaihcd  a 
C  prop  net  JG, 
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propKetic,  but  pneflly  ofHce,  or  fuffcred  a 
vicarious  punifhment:  Therefore  the  blood 
mentioned  in  our  text,  has  immediate  refe- 
rence to  that  body  which  was  broke,and  that 
blood  v>?hich  was  fhed  on  the  crofs,  as  the 
price  of  our  redemption  ;  or  that  facrific^ 
which  Chrill  made  of  himfelf  for  fin  fo  ac- 
ceptable to  God,  and  fo  beneficent  to  man. 

But  we  notonly  hearof  the  "blood  of  this 
L^mb"  in  the  text,  but  in  the  fecond  place  of 
fome  who  "came  out  of  great  tribulation."  It 
is  our  bufinefs  then  to  enquire  "  who  are 
tbefe,"  or  who  are  thofe  to  whom  that  cha* 
ra6!er  is  applicable. 

Upon  the  entrance  of  fin  into  the  world, 
commenced  a  train  of  natural,  as  wellasfpi- 
rrtual  evils.  Human  nature  is  plainly  in  a 
degraded  ftate  •  hence  every  natural  defcen- 
danc  of  Adam  is  born  heir  to  various  fcenes 
ofdiftrefs,  which  terminate  only  with  life; 
but  as  thefe  are  trfals  peculiar  to  human  na- 
ture as  fuch, without  any  fpecial  religious  pre- 
ferenccj  and  thofe  of  this  charadler  in  the 
text,  bear  a  fpecial  relation  to  our  blelTed  Sa- 
viour, and  are  fubje6^ed  to  thefe  trials  for  3 
clofe  adherence  to  his  caufe,  fo,  this  tribu- 
lation fpoken  of,  includes  not  Only  thofe 
didreffes,  which  are  common  to  mankind, 
but  to  chfillians, 

'The 


The  <EXprcfliQn  then  may  with  propriety 
be  applied  in  the  fir  ft  place,  to  fuch  as  have 
more  eminently  ruiTercd  in  thecaufe  oFChrift. 

We  are  told  in  Genefis  third  chapter  and 
fifteenth  verfe,  "  And  I  will  put  enmity  be- 
tween thee  and  the  woman,  and  between 
thy  feed  and  h;er  feed."  This  declaration 
plainly  carries  in  it,  that  God  is  reconciling 
fome  of  mankind  to  himfelf  in  Chrifi:  thie 
promifed  feed  ;  of  confequence  a  divifion  is 
cftabliflied  in  the  earth,  andthis  controverfy 
has  been  vifible  In  a  greater  or  lef§  degree, 
in  all  ages  of  the  world  :  We  have  an  early 
and  ftriking  inftance  of  it  in  the  difference 
betweenCain  andAbel :  It  furvived  the  flood, 
andfoon  made  its  appearance  inHam  thefonof 
Noah  :  The  patriarchs  and  fathers  were  not 
allowed  to  live  meerly  as  "  pilgrims  and  (Grang- 
ers on  the  earth,"  but  were  defpifed  and  perfe- 
cuted.  In  Mofes  we  have  one  of  the  beft  cha- 
ra<n:ers  of  all  antiquity.  Anditisfaid,  "f  That 
he  chofe  rather  to  fuffer  aiHi(5tion  with  the 
people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafureg 
of  fin  for  a  feafon  :  -efteeming  the  reproach 
of  Chrift  greater  riches  than  the  treafures  of 
Egypt :"  He  made  the  wifeft  choice,  and  in 
confequence  of  it,  met  with  the  worft  treats 
ment.  The  fpirit  of  Chrift  is  directly  pppof- 
ed  ,to  the  prevailing  paffions  of  men  :  We 
G  2    '  parjnpt 

t  Heb.   jj.   25. 


t  «='  ] 

cannot  wonder  therefore  that  the  fuccefUve 
prophets  in  the  former  ages  of  the  church 
(as  they  were  mediums  to  communicate  the 
mind  and  will  of  God  to  mankind)  drew 
upon  themfelves  both  the  hatred  and  perfe- 
cution  of  their  fucceflive  contemporaries  : 
Since  the  truths  they  deHvered  were  imme- 
diately pointed  againft  the  darling  principles 
of  the  jewifh  nation.  It  is  faid,  "  J-  They 
■were  floned,  they  were  fawn  afunder,  were 
temptedj  were  flain  with  the  fword  ;  they 
wandered  about  in  fhecp-fkins  and  goat-fkins, 
being  deftitute,  afflided,  tormented  :  They 
wandered  in  deferts,  and  in  mountains  and 
in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth."  So  feverely 
did  the  caufe  of  Chrifl:  fufFer  in  thofe  early 
acres  of  the  world  from  the  hands  of  men. 
I  fhall  not  mention  our  Savior's  perfonal 
appearance  on  earth  ;  who,  as  he  brought 
•with  him  a  fulnefs  of  that  fpirit  which  he 
had  in  a  proper  manner  imparted  to  his  pro- 
phets, formed  him  to  roufe,  as  well  as  meet, 
the  violent  oppofition  of  his  countrymen, the 
lews  :  Nor  did  the  difpute  terminate  but  in 
the  death  of  Jefu?. 


During  his  life  on  eanh,  he  commif- 
fioned  his  difciples  upon  rhe  mofi:  bene- 
volent dcfign  :  '  a    defign,    fo    excellent   in 
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US  nature,  and  happy  in  itsconfequences,that 
had  it  well  fucceeded  in  fuch  a  world  as  ours, 
would  have  been  no  fmall   reflexion  on  it : 
It  was  no  other  than   to  bring  men  to  that 
knowledge  of  God  and  Chrift,  which  was 
connefted  with  eternal  life.     But  it  is  uihered 
in  with  no  other  language  than  this,  *'  §  Be- 
hold I  fend  you  forth  as  fheep  in   the  midft 
of  wolves,  be  ye  therefore  wife  as  ferpents, 
and  harmlefs  as  doves."     He    who    equally 
knew  the  hearts  of  men,  and  the  nature  of 
his  kingdom,  was  fully  fenfible  that  the  wif- 
dom  of  God  as  revealed  in  him,  ftained  the 
natural  pride  of  man,    and  was  formed    to 
demolifk  thofe  principles  in   which    human 
nature  is  moft   apt   to  glory,    confequently 
where  man's   corrupt  affeftions  are   in  no 
meafure   fubdued,    the  gofpel  is  fo  far  from 
being  well  received,  that  it  is  ftrongly  oppofed. 
The   event   but   too  fully  verified  our  Lord's 
predictions  :  The  Jews  were  flattering  them- 
felves  with  hopes  of  a  worldly  empire,   and 
a  temporal  Meflias,    neither   could  they  fee 
any  beauty  in  a  kingdom  wholly  of  afpiritual 
nature,    and   connecfted  with  no  earthly  ad- 
vantage :    Men  are  ftrongly  attached    to    a 
worldly  happinefs,    and  the  Jews  had  much 
rather  perfecute  the  firft  preachers  of  chrifti- 
anity  than    give    up  their  favourite    princi- 
ples. 

)     •  Nor 
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Nor  did-  the  gofpel  find  a  jiiore  favourable 
ye.ceptlon  in  ihe  heathen  world.     It  not  only 
propofed  ^lAny  truths  inGqmprehenfible  by 
the  iinder%ndipg,  and  mortified  men's  pride 
by  contradicting  many  of  their  fettled  max- 
ims, but  vigoroufly  attacked  their  prevailing 
inclinations,    and  undermined  thofe  darling 
principle^,  on  whofe  flrength  they  depended 
for  all  their  happinefs  :    In  cpnfequence  of 
this,  the  firfl:  preachers  of  chrifllanity,  and  the 
■primitive    chriftians   their    follov\7ers,    altho' 
neitlier  their  fentiments  or  praflice  allpw'd 
them  to  injure  the  rights  of  mankind,    yet, 
as  their  condudt  refle6led  on  the  wifdotn  and 
piety  of  their  contemporaries,  and  they  Jiad 
no  contrivances  of  worldly  wifdom  to  avoid 
perfecution,  many  thoufands  of  them. fell   a 
fycYifice  to  the  indignant  malice  of  their  ad- 
verfaries  :    *'  It  were   endlefs  and  almofi:  in- 
credible, fays  one*,  to  enumerate  the  variety 
of   fofferings   and   torments  :   .They    were 
fcourged  to  death,  had  their   flefh   torn  off 
with  pincers,  and  mangled  with   broken  pots, 
were  caft  to  lions,    tygers,   and    other  wild 
beafts,    were    burned,    beheaded,    crucified, 
thrown  into  the  fea,    torn    ira  pieces  by  the 
diftorted  boughs  of  trees,  roafted  by   gentle 
.fyes,    and  holes   made  in    their  bodies  for 
.melted  lead  to  be  poured  into  their  bowels". 
Nor  were  fuch  diabolical  pradlces    confined 

to 
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to  the  firH:  ages  of  the  chridian  church  :  In 
later  times,  the  fame  fpirlt  has  prompted  to 
the  fame  wicked  c6ndu<5t  :  The  merci*- 
lefs  rage  of  a  popifti  inqiiifition,  eqtiaily 
forgetful  of  the  rights  of  chrifHanity  an<i 
mankind,  under  the  moft  impious  pretext  of 
a.  chriftian  banner,  has  deftroyed  the  lives  of 
a  vaft  many  thoufands  of  profeffing  chrifti- 
ans :  So  that  at  this  age  bf  the  church,  aft 
almoft  innumerable  company  of  glorified 
faints,  have  given  up  their  Hves  in  honour- 
able teftimony  to  the  chriftian  faith  and  reli- 

gibh^ 
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Now  as  fuch  vigorous  attacks  from  th'e 
powers  of  darknefs  in  conjunflion  with  men 
infpired  by  the  fame  principles,  not  only  de- 
prived them  o^f  all  the  comforts  of  life,  but 
of  life  itfelf,  and  this  in  a  moft:  bari>a- 
rous  manner,  fo  it  may  truly  be  faid  of  them, 
that  through  much  tribulation  they  entered 
into  the "  kingdom  of  Heaven":  And  paft 
doubt,  the  text  has  a  more  immediate  re- 
ference to  thofe  of  this  chara<5ter. 

But  it  may  with  propriety  be  applied,  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree,  fecondly,  to  chriftfans 
of  every  age  and  circumftance  in  life  :  The 
kingdom  which  -our  Lord  Jefas  'Chrift  has 
ere<fted  in  the  world  is  of  a  holy  fpiritual 
nature  and  tendency  :  It  calls  for  an  incereft 
-    ■  m 
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in  the  foul  of  man,  and  prefcribes  the  regu- 
lation of  thoughts,  as  well  as  outward  ac- 
tions :  As  the  entrance  of  fin  into  the  hu- 
man heart  made  way  for  its  eftablifhtnent,  fo 
it  gains  no  accefs  to  us,  but  at  the  expence 
of  thofe  principles  which  we  naturally  co- 
vet ;  but  thefe  principles  are  fo  clofely  rivetr 
ed  to  us,  fo  govern  the  views  and  cxercifes 
of  the  mind,  that  the  chriftian  life  can  gain 
ftrength  only  as  a  happy  fovereignty  is  efta- 
blifhed  over  thefe  corrupt  afFedions. 

Had  human  nature  continued  in  inno- 
cence, it  had  ever  flood  in  need  of  improve- 
ment ;  but  corrupt  nature  muft  be  renewed. 
New  principles  muft  not  only  be  inftilled, 
but  old  ones  deftroyed  :  enlifting  therefore 
in  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  is  in  a  fenfe  to  com- 
mence enemy  to  one's  own  inclinations ;  for 
in  every  fuch  mind,  God  is  in  a  degree  re- 
flored  to  his  original  right  ;  a  view  of  the 
excellency  of  the  divine  character,  muft  needs 
fill  a  finner  with  a  humbling  fenfe  of  his 
own  :  confequently  inftead  of  defirlng  an 
alteration  in  God,  he  will  according  to  the 
ftrength  of  his  new  principle  of  life,  ftrive 
for  an  incrcafing  change  in  himfelf:  This 
new  fupcrnatural  principle,  which  is  ever 
implied  in  true  faith,  muft  be  engrafted  in 
our  fouls  as  deeply  as  our  natural  inclinati- 
ons, and  govern  the  mind  in  a<fling  towards 

God» 
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God,  as  our  fouls  afTift  us  in  a«5i:Ing  towardi^ 
temporal  obje(5ls  ;  but  as  this  principle  is 
now  in  miniature,  and  not  only  fo,  but  as 
every  chriftian  has  much  remaining  enmity 
and  unbelief  in  him,  which  neceiTarily  coun- 
terafts  this  other  principle,  fo  he  mud  needs 
feel  thofe  internal  conflicts  which  are  conceal- 
ed from  every  one's  obfervation,but  his  own, 
caufing  him  to  fay  with  the  apoftle,  "  *  O 
wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fhall  deliver 
me  from  the  body  of  this  death,"  &c.  "And 
he  who  has  felt  no  fuch  controverfy  withia 
himfelf,  has  a  powerful  argument  to  fufpe<^ 
thefincerity  of  his  heart. 


This  circum fiance  in  great  meafure,  has 
obtain'd  the  chriftian  courfe  the  name  of  g 
"  warfare":  It  is  not  derived  from  the  ex- 
ternal rigorous  infticutions  of  religion,  as  the 
Romanifts  are  fond  Co  pretend  :  No,  the 
chriftian's  fight  is  againft  (in  in  hiQifeiF,  and 
the  ftrength  of  his  own  corruptions.  Thefe 
^re  too  powerful  to  be  fubdued  by  outward 
bodily  penance  :  This  inward  \7arfare  is 
agreeable  to  the  nature  of  Cbrift's  kingdom. 
Our  blcffcd  Saviour  when  on  earth,  invited 
none  into  his  fcrvicc  by  intimsrions  or  pro- 
iiiifes  of  worldly  greatntfs  or  cafe  ;  but  on 
:  D  the 
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the  contrary,  exprefly  fays,  "  f  That  whoever 
■would  be  his  difciple  muft  take  up  his  crofs 
daily,and  follow  after  him  :"  And,  *'  JWho- 
ever  he  was  that  forfook  not  all  that  he 
had,  could  not  be  his  difciple."  He  then,  is 
the  chriftian  foldier,  who  is  fo  conformed  to 
the  captain  of  his  falvation,  as  to  bear  that 
ctofs  which  cannot  be  avoided  in  fuch  a  world, 
and  with  fuch  hearts.  He  further  tells  the 
young  man  in  the  gofpel,that  *'  he  raufl:  go 
and  fell  all  that  he  had, and  give  to  the  poor; 
and  then  he  fhould  have  treafure  in  Heaven." 
The  fincere  profeffion  of  the  gofpel  will 
always  in  one  way  or  other  crofs  our  world- 
ly fiews  and  intereft:,  and  as  no  man  can 
ferve  two  mafters,  fo  far  as  we  are  biaffed  to- 
■^ards  "  the  friendfhip  of  the  world",  in 
the  fame  proportion  are  we  irreconcileable 
tp  the  crofs  of  Chrifl:  :  Whatever  fhape 
"or  form  then,  this  world  may  wear, 
chriftians  are  to  be  animated  by  one  fpirit 
"  *  to  be  crucified  to  the  world,  and  the 
world  to  them."  But  as  this  calls  for  the  fa- 
crifice  of  our  corrupt  inclinations,  from 
which  the  befi:  faint  on  earth  is  not  wholly 
free,  fo  the  chrifiian  has  thofe  trials,  as  well  as 
*'  confolations,"  which  *'  the  world  knows 
not  of."  I  have  made  no  mention  under 
this  head,  of  thofe    darkneffes,  temptations 

and 
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and  doubts,  which  are  often,  if  not  always 
in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  the  portion  of 
believers  in  the  prefent  life,  and  which  make 
up  one  material  part  of  that  '*  tribulation 
v/hich  our  Saviour  tells  his  difciples  they 
muft  have  in  the  prefent  world/' 


I  fhall  alfo  mention  in  the  third  and  laft 
place,  that  the  above  chara<rter  may  be  ap- 
plicable to  fuch  as  have  deeply  experienced 
the  outward  affli(5lions  and  calamities  of  life; 
in  which  number  may  be  included  fevere 
bodily  ficknefs  and  pain  :  The  human  body 
is  of  moft  exquifite  workmanfliip  ;  and  as  no 
other  matter  with  which  we  are  acquainted, 
is  capable  of  palling  through  fuch  a  variety 
of  changes  without  a  difTolution  of  its  parts; 
fo  no  other  material  fubftance  is  capable  of 
fo  refined  fenfation  :  It's  original  principles 
are  elTentialiy  different  from  fpirit ;  yet  God 
in  his  wifdom  has  appointed  it  a  partner  with 
the  foul,  both  in  happinefs  and  mifery. 

Whether  there  was  any  inherent  quality 
In  the  forbidden  fruit,  which  had  a  native 
tendency  to  introduce  fatal  diforders  into  our 
tirii  parents;  or  whether  this  defhuftive  qua- 
lity in  it  immediately  commenced  upon  their 
breaking  the  prohibiting  command  of  God, 
is  a  Queflion,  rather  curiousj  than  ufefuL 
P  2  Beth 
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Both  opinions  have  heen  received  :  Experi- 
ence proves  that  the  principles  of  mortality 
fiave  by  fome  means  univerfally  feized  our 
natures,  are  conftantly  afting  in  us,  and  will 
fooner  or  later  caufe  their  final  dilTolution  : 
I  am  not  infenfible  that  thefe  external  evils 
are  the  common  attendants  of  human  nature. 
They  are  no  marks  of  difcrimination  between 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked  :  They  are 
juftly  difiinguifhed  in  a  higher  and  more  im- 
portant fenfe  :  Yet  they  make  up  part  of 
thofe  judgments  which  have  come  upon  us 
jn  confequence  of  the  apoftacy.  For  we  can- 
not fuppofe  it  confiftent  with  the  goodnefs  of 
God  to  puniih  innocent  human  nature  with- 
out our  voluntary  confent,  or  amply  cotn- 
penfating  it  by  fucceeding  rewards;  and  He 
has  in  all  ages  of  mankind  ihewn  his  dif- 
pleafure  at  fin, through  the  medium  of  bodily 
pain  :  Even  the  Son  of  God  himfelf,  who 
faffered  pain  in  his  body,  as  well  as  anguilh 
in  his  fpirit,  has  told  us,  that  our  fins  were 
the  caufe  of  it  :  "  *  He  bare  our  fins,  in  bis 
own  body  on  the  tree."  Thefe  external 
evils  alfo  m.ake  up  part  of  the  puniihment 
of  the  v/icked  at  the  laO:  day  :  It  is  in  fcrip- 
ture  reputed  no  fmall  addition  tojob's  trials, 
*'  J  that  he  was  fmitten  with  boils  from 
head  to  foot":  And  even  the  heathen  have 
copflrued    thcfc  natural  nibulations    as  ex- 
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preflive  of  God's  hatred  to  fin  ;  but  thp 
chriftian  feels  them  with  peculiar  force : 
Every  twinge  and  fmart  reminds  him  of  hi§ 
wicked  revolt  fromGod,and  how  unworthy 
is  his  nature  of  the  divine  favour  :  So  that 
long  continued  ficknefs  and  pain,  which  na- 
turally calls  for  the  prefence  and  exercife  of 
the  feveral  chriftian  graces,  as  It  is  a 
weapon  in  the  hand  of  God  to  ftiew  his 
difpleafure  againft  fin,  may  be  included  in 
that  "  tribulation"  mentioned  in  the  text. 

But  W€  are  told  that  thefe  perfbns  not 
only  "  came  out  of  great  tribulation",  but 
alfo  that  "  they  waflied  their  robes  in  the 
blood  of  the  lamb",  in  confequence  of 
which  they  "  were  made  white".  St.  John 
in  his  revelation,  gives  us  a  defcription  of 
heaven,  and  its  inhabitants,  in  fuch  emble- 
matical figures  drawn  from  fenfible  objeds, 
as  have  an  apt  tendency  to  ftrike  the  fenfes ; 
*'  robes"  in  fcripture  are  fignificant  of  dig- 
nity and  power ;  and  "  white  robes"  of  in- 
ternal purity  and  holinefs :  It  is  natural  then 
to  enquire  what  is  intended  or  meant  by  the 
faints  being  made  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
iamb. 

And  by  Faith  in  this  blood,  they  were  in 
the  iirft  place  made  free  from  the  guilt  and 
puniihment  of  fin.     The  unchangeable  law 

of 
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ofnaturcjas  it  natively  refults  from  the  being 
and  perfecflions  of  God  on  the  one  hand,  and 
our  relation  to  him  on  the  other,  juftly  re- 
quires a  conftant,    perfe6l,   and   perfevering 
obedience  both  in  heart  and  life  ;  a  diflblu- 
tion  therefore   of  thefe  obligations,    feems 
equally  impoflible  with  a  dilTolution  of  the 
reafon  and  nature   of  things.     God   is  the 
lawgiver  and  moral  governor  of  the  world  ; 
his  juftice  is  equally   indilpenfible   with   his 
nature :  confequently  a  feparation  from   the 
divine  image,  (as  it  implies  a  deviation  from 
the  law  laid  on  man's  nature)  is  virtually  a 
feperation  from  the   divine  favour.     A  re- 
volution of  principles   in    the  mind  of  in- 
nocent  Adam,  (as  the  law  of  God  is  un- 
changeable,) necelTarily  bro't  him  into  a  new 
ftate  and  relation  to  his  maker  :  He  was  al- 
ways his  creature,  he  now  became  a  criminal: 
confequently  that  fame  law  which  during  his 
innocence    could   not  admit  of  his  punifh- 
ment,  juftly  fubje6ls  him  to  it  :  And   thofe 
fame  reafons  which   once  were  ftrong   argu- 
ments  of  hope,   even  the  juftice  and  righte- 
oufnefs  of  God,    are    equal    arguments  of 
fear:  The  natural defccndants  of  Adam,  as 
they  are  not  only  partakers  of  the  fame   na- 
ture, but  infpired  by  the  fame  principles,  are 
juftly    fubje6tcd   to    the   fame    punifhment. 
Hepce  it  is  the  part  of  natural  confcience. 
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when  it  duly  performs  its  office,  to  pafs  that 
fame  fentence  of  condemnation  on  itfelf,  as 
fully  comports  with  the  voice  of  the  divine 
law :  That  fyftem  of  religion  then  which 
pleads  for  the  juftification  and  life  of  inno- 
cent human  nature,  fpeaks  condemnation  and 
death  whenever  it  becomes  corrupt :  and  as 
God  can  never  authorife  a  religion  which 
ihould  repeal  the  law  of  nature,  fo  we  fee 
that  after  man's  fall  from  innocency,  and  the 
rights  of  the'firft  covenant,  the  fcheme  of 
religion  was  changed  ;  a  new  medium  of 
accefs  to  God  is  introduced,  and  our  hopes 
placed  upon  an  entire  new  bafis. 

This  is  a  privilege  peculiar  to  chriftianity, 
whereby  it  is  juftly  difcriminated  from  all 
other  religions :  The  philofophers  of  ancient 
times  placed  their  hopes  of  pardon  in  the 
placability  of  God's  nature,  but  chriftianity 
makes  that  certain  which  to  them  was  no 
more  than  probable,  and  fully  refolves  that 
all  important  queftion,  "  wherewith  fhall  I 
come  before  the  Lord",  &c.  "  In  the  (lain 
lamb,"  we  fee  thatGod  can  fliew  his  righte- 
oufnefs  In  the  remiflion,  as  well  as  in  the 
puniihmentof  (in,  inafmuch  as  the  holinefs 
and  juftice,  as  well  as  grace  of  God,  are 
more  clearly  manifefted  in  this  method  of 
falvation,  than  in  any  other  conceivable  one  : 
To  this  great  facrifice,  thofe  expiatory   obU- 
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tions  under  the  jewifh  difpenfation  had  an 
immediate  reference.  But  they  were  no 
more  than  typical,  for  it  is  one  of  the  firft 
maxims  of  reafon,  that  a  due  proportion  be 
found  between  fin,  and  the  facrifice  which 
expiates  it ;  "  The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and 
the  fulnefs  thereof".  Thefe  legal  facrifices 
could  only  fan^ify  to  the  purifying  of  the 
iit(h,  and  ferve  as  types  and  fhadows  of 
that  great  facrifice  which  the  Meffias  was  to 
offer,  and  which  alone  could  remove  inward 
fpiritual  pollution  :  How  proper  as  well  as 
forcible  are  the  words  of  the  Apoftle, 
"  f  for  if  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goat?, 
and  the  afhes  of  an  heifer  fprinkling  the 
unclean,  fandifieth  to  the  purifying  of  the 
fie(h,  how  much  more  fhall  the  blood  of 
Chrifl:,  who  through  the  eternal  fpirlt  offered 
himlelf  to  God,  purge  your  confciences  from 
dead  works  to  ferve  the  living  God."  Hence 
that  fan'e  law  which  condemns  us  in  our 
perfons,  juftifies  us  in  our  furety  ;  and  thofe 
lame  things  which  before  were  the  grounds 
of  fear,  Will  through  faith  in  a  mediator 
become  arguments  of  hope. 

The:  flrenoth  of  thefe  obfervations  wholly 
rcfl:  on  tht  fuppofition  that  out  bleffed  Lord 
has  a6led  in  the  character  of  a  fubftitute  and 
[may  :  However  fome    may   pretend    that 

repentance- 
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i-eperitance  is  fufficlent  to  procure  pardon 
without  an  intervening  facrifice,  yet  no  man 
can  confiftently  throw  out  the  neceffity  of 
an  atonement,  unlefs  he  is  let  into  a  perfeft 
knowledge  of  all  the  rcafons  and  ends  of 
punifhment  which  divine  wifdom  can  have  in 
view,  to  which  no  one  without  the  height  of 
arrogance,  can  pretend  ;  and  while  We  read 
that  "  God  §  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us 
who  knew  no  fin  •  that  Chriftlaid  down  his 
life  a  ranfom  for  many,  to  be  the  propitia^ 
tion,  lamb,  or  vi<5tim  that  taketh  away  the 
fin  of  the  world,"  we  have  fufficient  autho- 
rity to  conclude,  that  the  death  of  Chrift 
Was  really  that  with  regard  to  moral  pollu- 
tion, which  the  jewifli  facrifices  were  to  that 
which  is  ceremonial;  and  that  God's  truth 
in  the  juft  fentence  of  his  broken  law,  and  ifi 
the  promife  of  life  to  finner^,  meet  only  ifi 
the  perfonof  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  "  whof 
has  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  lav^, 
by  being  made  a  curfe  for  us". 

But  the  expreflion  under  confideration  has 
a  more  extenfive  meaning;  thefe  robes  beings 
made  white  in  the  "  blood  of  the  lamb," 
implFes  not  onty  abrolutioh  from  guift,  but?n 
the  fecond  place,  a  principle  of  holinefs,  or 
evangelical  obedience.  White  is  conlidered  ds' 
a  rnark  of  cleanlinefs  and  purity,    and  whcn^ 

E  a^^licd 
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applied  to  the  mind,  is  fignificant  of  moral 
purity :  A  redemption  undertaken  on  ac- 
count of  fin,muft  certainly  be  pointed  againft 
(in  itfelf ;  and  every  part  of  the  chriftian 
difpenfation  is  manifeftly  adapted  to  deliver 
us  from  the  power  and  dominion,  as  well  as 
the  guilt  and  punilhment  of  it,  fo  that  none 
are  juftified  by  the  redeemer,  but  fuch  as 
are  fanftified  by  him,  and  joined  to  him  by 
fuch  an  union  as  fcparates  them  from  their 
fins.         * 

The  manner  in  which  this  redemption  was 
wrought  out,dircovers  this  truth  :  "  We  were 
redeemed,  fays  the  Apoftle,  not  with  cor- 
ruptible  things  as  filver  and  gold,  but  with 
the  precious  blood  of  Chrift.''  Here  we  fee 
that  the  fword  of  God's  jurtlce  "  awakes 
againft  the  man  who  was  his  fellow",  and 
that  one  infinitely  dear  toGod,  ai)d  who  had 
never  offended  him,muft  become  ^  cur(e,  to 
redeem  the  apofrate  race  of  Adam  from  the 
curfeof  thelaw  :  So  that  the  flain  lafi;ib  which 
was  provided  to  take  away  the  fi^  of  the 
world,  mofl:  ftrikingly  manifefts  the, danger 
of  tranfgrefTmg  God's  holy  law,  and  his  in- 
finite difpleafure  againfl:  fin  ;  thefe  trahfa<n:i- 
ons  are  too  intereffing  and  important  to  al- 
low any  mind  to  continue  in  fin,  which  is 
let  into  a  proper  knowledge  and  belief;  of 
them  :  for  they  are  calculated  in  a  comjilex 

vidvf 
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view  to  tonch  every  fpring  of  aflion  in  the 
human  mind. 

The  conne6tIon  is  further  evident,  if  wc 
attend  to  one  great  end  and  dejign  of  this 
falvation  ;  that  is,  "  to  bring  us  to  God",  or 
as  the  context  has  it,  "  to  come  before  the 
throne  of  God,  and  ferve  him  day  and  night 
in  his  temple":  But  whoever  confiders  the 
nature  of  God,  his  infinite  holinefs,  and  fpot^ 
lefs  reftitude,  as  well  as  his  tremendous  great- 
nefs,  will  at  once  fee  that  no  man  can  enjoy 
Him,  but  in  proportion  as  he  is  conformed 
to  his  image  ;  as  far  as  he  thinks  and  judges 
of  things  differently  from  God,  fo  far  is  he 
unfitted  for  any  communion  with  him  : 
To  be  made  happy,  and  yet  live  under  the 
dominion  of  fin,  iiiiplies  the  greateft  qon- 
tradiftion. 

This  connexion  further  appears  by  the 
effeEls  which  ever  accompany  a  proper 
knowledge  of  "  the  flain  lamb"  ;  the 
Apoflles  in  their  writings  carry  it  in  full  view 
that  difobedience  is  the  native  confequence 
of  disbelief:  true  faith  which  not  only  fills 
the  headj  but  fubdues  the  heart,  comes  at- 
tended with  an  energy,  an  inherent  force, 
with  every  power  by  which  the  mind  Is  wont 
to  be  fet  in  motion,  fo  that  when  the  ad- 
ditional motives  to  obedience  contained  in 
E  Z  the 
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the  gofpel  are  properly  UBderftood,  the  heart 
is  immediately  gained,  refiftance  is  impofTible: 
But  we  rpeak,  fays  the  Apoftle,  "  *  the  wif- 
dom  of  God  in  a  my  ftery,  which  none  of  the 
princes  of  this  world  knew  ;  for  had  they 
known  him,  they  would  not  have  crucified 
theLord  of  glory."  And  "J  thefe  things  will 
they  do  unto  you,  fays  our  Lord,  bccaufe 
jthey  have  not  known  the  Father  or  me." 
In  thefe  two  palTageSjknowledge  implies  faith; 
and  fuch  expreffions  plainly  evince  that  fin- 
icere  obedience  is  the  necelfary  confequencc 
of  true  faith.  As  Jefus  died  not  only  to 
(deliver  us  from  the  wrath  to  come,  "  f  but 
to  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people, 
zealous  of  good  works".  So  a  proper 
l^nowledge  of  this  redemption  is  attend- 
ed with  a  transforming  energy  :  The 
{lain  lamb  removes  our  guilt  of  (in,  and  a 
jufl:  acquaintance  with  him,  mortifies  our  love 
to  it  :  and  the  many  thoufands  which  the 
Apoftle  John  faw  "  around  the  throne", 
found  that  "  tribulation"  through  which 
they  pafTed  in  this  world  by  reafon  of  that 
clofe  adherence  to  the  caufeof  Chrift,  which 
rcfulted  from  true  faith  in  his  blood.  It  i§ 
faid  that  "  they  overcame  by  the  blood  of 
the  jamb,"§ 

Thus 
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Thus  altho'  Chrift  is  in  Heaven,  and  be- 
lievers on  earth,  yet  as  all  the  members  of 
the  human  body  are  governed  by  one  foul, 
fo  are  chriftians  governed  by  one  fpirit :  That 
fame  fpirit  which  conftitutes  Chrift's  fulnefs, 
is  in  confequence  of  that  vital  union  which 
fubfifts  between  him  and  his  true  followers, 
transfufed  through  the  various  members  of 
his  myfikal  body,  in  fome  fuch  way  as  the 
blood  feated  in  the  heart,  the  fountain  of 
natural  life,  is  by  the  laws  of  circulation, 
carried  into  various  parts  of  the  human  body: 
This  is  a  fpirit  of  holinefs,  or  conformity  to 
the  image  of  God  ;  confequently  being  jufti- 
fied  by  the  blood  of  the  lamb,  implies  being 
fan6lified  by  his  fpirit,  or  having  fome  degree 
of  real  internal  purity. 

It  is  true,  this  principle  is  in  miniature 
only  in  the  prefent  ftate  :  There  is  a  great 
degree  of  unmortified  corruption  in  the  befl: 
of  men  :  Of  this  we  have  melancholy  proof 
from  fcripture  and  experience  ;  but  in  rege- 
neration a  principle  of  divine  life  is  truly 
implanted  :  The  gift  of  any  power  certainly 
implies  a  right  ufe  and  application  of  that 
power :  confequently  this  new  principle  fets 
the  various  afFedions  of  the  mind  in  motion 
towards  God,  as  a  principle  of  natural  life 
animates  and  direfls  the  almoft  numberlefs 
ipfirqments  of  motion  in  the  human    body 
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to  aft  towards  matter  :  it  gains  a  gradual  af- 
cendency  over  its  oppofite  ;  and  however 
fmall  this  feed  in  its  beginning,  yet  when 
tranfplanted  into  the  heavenly  world  by  that 
fame  power  which  gave  it  birth  in  this,  it 
fhall  come  to  perfection,  to  its  cOmpleat  ma- 
turity ;  its  fubjefts  (hall  not  only  be  divefted 
of  all  imperfeftion,  but  cloathed  with  fiach 
pofitive  fpiritual  ornaments,  as  fhall  make 
them  *'  *  holy  as  God  is  holy",  pure  and 
*'  white"  as  that  immaculate  "  lamb"  who 
redeemed  them  with  his  precious  blood": 
For  it  is  faid,that  "  J  he  will  prefent  it,  (i,  e. 
his  Church,)  to  himfelf,  without  fpot  or 
wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing,  that  it  fhould 
be  holy,  and  without  blemifh." 

Having  thus  attended  to  the  three  general 
heads  of  our  difcourfe,  we  are  naturally  led 
to  refleft  in  the  firfl:  place  on  the  worth  and 
efficacy  of  Chrift's  blood. 

The  text  gives  no  intimation  that  fuch  as 
pafled  through  thcfe  great  tribulations  wafhed 
their  robes  in  their  own  blood,  but  it  is  ejn- 
phatically  fpoken,  in  "  the  blood  of  the 
jamb" :  Sin  had  fet  the  glory  of  God  and 
pur  own  happinefs,  at  variance :  We  be- 
came infinitely  indebted  to  divinejuHice,  but 
pur  Lord  Jcfus    Ghrilt   by   his    incarnation 

?  ^  Per.  I.  36.  I  Eph.  3.  27. 
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and  confequent  fufFerings,  has  Co  magnified 
the  divine  law,  that  God  can  give  brighter 
difplays  of  his  holinefs  in  the  remiffion  of 
fins,  than  he  could  in  their  everkfting 
puniihmcnt  :  For  we  are  told  that  "  the  § 
church  was  purchafed  by  the  blood  of  God," 
and  "  that  f  he  who  made  the  world  purged 
our  fins  by  himfelf."  So  that  in  this  "  flain 
lamb,"  dwells  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead 
for  himfelf,  and  eternal  life  for  mankind  : 
The  facrifices  offered  under  the  Jewifb  dif- 
penfation  were  meer  creatures ^rnuH  be  often 
repeated,  and  could  wipe  away  only  ceremo- 
nial pollution,  but  here  we  have  a  divine  fa- 
crifice,  which  needs  no  more  than  once  to  be 
offered,  and  fufficiently  atones  for  inward 
fpiritual  pollution  :  It's  worth  further  ap- 
pears, in  that  this  "  (lain  lamb"  has  glorified 
all  God's perfcftions  to  their  utmofl  extent; 
a  moft  glorious  harmony  is  re(l:ored,not  only 
between  God  and  the  creature,  angels  and 
men,  heaven  and  earth  ;  but  between  thofe 
divine  attributes  which  it  would  feem  muft 
conflict  with  each  other  to  maintain  the 
"  righteoufnefsof  God,"  and  to  (hew  "  peace 
to  man  :"  It  fhews  juftice  more  awful  and 
commanding  than  if  mercy  had  been  exclud- 
ed, and  mercy  more  amiable  than  if  juftice 
had  not  been  thus  executed  ;  fo  that  God 
can  confiftently  deal  out  to  iinners  of  man- 
kind 

§  A^s  *o.  28.  t  Hcb,   I.  3, 
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kihd  all  the  mercy  contained,  as  we  may  fay, 
in  his  infinite  nature  :  As  it  was  the  *'  blood 
of  God,"  it  gave  all  the  efficacy  and  worth 
to  human  nature  in  the  pcrfon  of  Chrii^ 
which  it  was  capable  of  receiving;  and  there* 
fore  as  a  fulnefs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  necelTa^ 
rily  refides  in  "  this  lamb,"  viewed  in  his  di- 
vine nature,  by  having  accefs  to  him  through 
the  medium  of  faith,  we  virtually  come  into 
that  holy  fanftuary  in  which  the  true  "Pro- 
pitiation" now  reiiides,  and  are  joint  par- 
takers with  him  in  the  "heavenly  inheri- 
tance ;"  for  he  has  come  that  we  might  not 
only  have  pardon  of  fm,but  that  we  "might 
have  life,  and  that  more  abundantly  :"  'Tis 
true  the  lamb  was  "  flain,"  but  it  is  as  true 
that  he  has  become  "  alive"  again  ;  and 
through  a  proper  belief  of  this  refurrecflion, 
chriftians  are  begotten  again  to  that  lively 
hope  which  carries  them  within  the  vail  where 
their  "  fore-runner"  is  joyfully  entered. 

We  learn,  fecondly,  the  only  true  foutf- 
dation  of  a  finner's  acceptance  v/ith  God. 
Even  the  finifhed  Righteoufnefs  and  Atone- 
ment of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:  :  The  un- 
changeable law  of  nature  requires  a  conftant 
and  perfeft  obedience  both  in  heart  and  life: 
No  created  being  can  have  fuch  merit  as  to 
form  upon  it  any  juft  claim,  for  happine(s  ; 
it  cannot  exceed  the  bounds  of  its  powers 
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and  faculties  ;  thcfe  are  the  gift  of  its  Cred- 
tor  :  No  ufe  of  them  therefore  can  cancel 
the  debt  derived  frbm  the  original  beftow- 
ment,  or,  feparate  from  the  divine  appoint- 
ilierit,  entitle  him  to  any  reward  ;  much  left 
can  the  holieft  angel  in  heaven  expiate  one 
offence  againft  God,  as  the  conftant  proper 
application  of  his  powers  are  required  for 
himfelf :  He  only  therefore  who  can  per- 
form works  of  fupererogation  is  qualified  for 
the  office  of  Mediator  ;  and  as  God  ever 
defigned  to  glorify  his  holinefs,  as  well  as 
grace,  in  the  falvation  of  man,  fo  upon  the 
appointment  of  our  bleffed  Lord  to  his  office, 
it  feeraed  neceffary  in  making  the  atonement 
that  he  fhould  in  the  firft  place  pafs  through 
all  thofe  fufferings  which  divine  juflice  re- 
quired, and  fecondly  that  this  be  done  frorrt 
fupreme  refpe^  to  the  lawgiver  in  conjunfti- 
on  with  the  principles  of  perfect  obedience:' 
This  being  com  pleated,  thofe  fame  reafons' 
which  before  would  plead  againjl  a  finner's', 
acceptance  with  God,  even  the  holinefs  of 
his  nature,  will  now  pkadyor  it :  This  great 
work  is  finifhe'd  by  our  Lord  fefus? 
Chrift  :  By  him  only  the  meritorious  price  of 
fedcmptiori  is  paid  ;  fo  that  he  is  the  ailohe 
adequate  object  of  a  (loner's  hope  :  To  en- 
graft therefore  any  goodnefs  on  our  own 
performarrces  as  having  any  moral  efficacy  to 
draw  down  the  divine  favour  feparate  from 
F  ■  6?i.f 
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our  conne<51ions  with  Chrin-,  is  virtually  to 
caft  contempt  on  the  fecond  Adam  and  plead 
the  innocency  of  the  JirJI, 

An  ingenious  author  obferves,*  that 
"  the  laws  of  Mofes  had  in  general  both  a 
fpiriiuai  and  literal  meaning  :  The  righte- 
oufnefs  upon  which  the  temporal  profperity 
of  Ifrael  depended,  was  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  letter  of  the  law  :  But  the  righteouf- 
nefs through  which  believers  are  entituled 
to  eternal  life,  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
Jpirit  of  the  law  ;  and  as  the  earthlyCanaan 
was  a  type  of  Heaven  ;  fo  that  externai 
obedience  which  gave  a  right  to  it,  prefigured 
that  perfcifl  obedience  of  the  redeemer,  by 
which  alone  we  are  entituled  to  the  heavenly^ 
blifs  :  And  if  God  faw  meet  in  teftimony  of 
his  love  to  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  and  as 
a  reward  of  their  obedience,  defeclive  and  im- 
perfect as  it  was^  to  bcftov.' upon  their  natural 
feed  a  variety  of  outzuard  bleffings  ;  where- 
fore (hould  it  bethought  incredible  that  the 
God  and  Father  ot  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:,  in 
teftimony  of  his  love  to  his  only  begotten 
fon,  and  as  a  reward  of  his  merits  and  fuf- 
ferings,  fhould  admit  the  fpiritual  feed  o^ 
this  divine  perfon  to  be  with  him  to  behold 
the  glories  of  the  keavenly  Canaan,  as  the 
other,  of   the  earthly;  Guilt   is    a    fruitful 
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•     *  Dr.   Erikine. 


I    -35    1 

fource  of  perplexity  :  In  proporilDn  as  our 
fenfe  of  ill  defert  increafes,  does  natural  con- 
fcience  fuggeft  punifliment  :  It  is  natural  for 
us  to  expe<ft  a  righteoufnefs  to  come  by  the 
law.  Hence  a  mind  opprefTed  with  a  fenfe 
of  guilt,adopts  the  whole  fyftem  of  religious 
duties,  with  a  fecret  defign  to  find  fome  en- 
couraging qualification  to  ''  fhorten  the  dif- 
tancc"  between  God  and  himfelf ;  not  duly 
confidering  the  infinite  greatnefs  and  glory 
of  the  only  true  and  living  God,  he  is  infen* 
fible,  that  fo  great  a  fuperftrufture  or  foun- 
dation of  hope,  as  our  Lord  Jefus  GhriH:,  is 
cecefTary  for  acceptance  with  his  maker,  and 
fo  means  to  compromife  matters  on  the  foot- 
ing of  law  :  But  the  holy  fcriptures  reverfe 
this  courfe  ;  God  requires  nothing  of  finners 
as  an  atonement  for  fin  :  He  has  received  all 
poflible  fatisfaftion  by  the  fufTerings  of  Chrift: : 
And  what  has  fatisfied  the  juftice  of  God, 
ought  to  fatisfy  the  confcience  of  man ;  Thus 
is  the  "flain  lamb"  the  alone  adequate  obje<fl 
of  a  finner's  hope,  and  faith  in  "  his  blood" 
is  an  effential  principle  to  fiipport  this  hope^ 

Hence  thirdly,  it  is  natural  to  reflecl  on  the 
myfterious  and  wife  method  God  has  taken 
to  recover  man  to  his  favour.  Every  page 
in  the  volume  of  r/ature  gives  legible  cha- 
racters of  a  divine  hand  ;  but  as  the  natural 
wofld  is  made  fybfervient  to  the  moral,  fo 
F  %  the 
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the  tmage  of  God  as  enftainped  on  the  prp- 
du(5lions  of  nature,is  far  inferior  to  that  which 
ihines  in  the  work  of  redemption  ;  this 
plainly  fhews  that  the  fyftem  of  revelation 
}ias  the  fame  author  with  that  of  nature ; 
^'ith  what  amazement  do  we  look  back  on 
this  glorious  plan  rifing  and  enlarging  in  re- 
moteft  ages,  and  brought  to  its  maturity  in 
^vays  not  only  furpafllng  human  wifdom,  but 
{)y  methods  which  have  ever  thwarted  its 
moft  fettled  maxims  !  a  learned  author,  re- 
ferring to  the  Jewifk  difpenfation,  fays,  "  an 
inftitution  pf  a  body  of  rites,  particularly 
levelled  againji,  and  minutely  referring  to, 
the  idolatrous  pracftice  of  thofe  nations  bor^ 
dering  on  the  Jews  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
as  minutely  typical,  not  only  of  all  the  re- 
markable tranfac^tions  under  that  difpenfa- 
jion,  but  likewife  of  all  the  great  and  con- 
frituent  parts  of  7i  future  one,  to  arife  in  a 
diftan:  age,  and  of  a  genius  diredly  oppofitc, 
i-nud:  needs  give  an  attentive  conGderer,  the 
moft  amazing  idea  of  divine  wifdom".  How 
gdorablp  is  that  wife  hand  which  fo  laid  the 
foundation,  and  fo  admirably  executes  the 
plan  of  the  MefTiab's  kingdom,  as  that  the 
promife  of  eternal  ble^Tedncfs  to  all  nations 
in  the  feed  of  the  wonian  fiiQuld  find  fuch 
pcrfe6l  completion  in  thi^  "  flain  lamb";  In 
this  falvation  we  fee  the  clofed  union  and 
|fiarmonj,   w^Jicre  appeared  the  ftrpngeft  opy 
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pofition,  i.  c.  between  the  truth  and  jufllcc 
of  God,  the  falvation  and  happirrefs  of  man. 
Here  we  fee  mercy  derived  to  us  in  fuch  a 
way  as  does  all  pofTible  honour  to  juftice, 
and  juftice  fodifplayed  as  to  fliew  the  infinite 
worth  of  this  mercy  :  An  injured  law  re- 
paired in  the  fame  nature  which  offended  ; 
the  threatned  penalty  executed  upon  the  fame 
perfon  who  fixed  it  :  The  author  of  man's 
nature  appearing  in  the  chara<^er  of  a  furety 
for  the  nature  of  man  :  and  he,  whofe  juftice 
could  not  admit  the  "  blood  of  bulls  and  of 
goats  to  take  away  fin",  cloathing  himfelf  in 
flefh  and  blood  to  fulfil  a  fentence  which  his 
own  lips  pronounced,  "  On  the  day  thou 
eateft  thereof  thou  ftialt  furely  die".  The 
perfon  affigned  to  this  office  of  mediator, 
the  nature  fixed  on  as  a  medium  for  its 
performance,  and  the  aftonifhing  method  in 
■which  it  is  compleated,  are  as  much  above 
finite  wifdom  to  conceive,  as  ftrength  to  ex- 
ecute. This  wondrous  plan  juftly  lays  a 
foundation  for  that  new  fong  in  the  upper 
world,  which  for  fubje<!il,  matter  and  manner, 
far,  exceeds  what  was  heard  at  the  firft  cre- 
ation, and  in  the  end  will  bring  deferved  ruin 
upon  every  one  who  is  not  in  its  intereft. 

"With  what  joy  then,  in  the  fourth  place, 
may  we  commit  our  pious  friends  to  the 
grave  :  Human  nature  has  greatly  departed 
""      .  from 


[     38     ] 

from  that  courfe  in  which  it  was  appointed 
to  move ;  we  are  naturally  lofl:  to  the  firft 
principles  of  our  duty,  and  dead  in  a  judicial 
and  fpiritual  fenfe  :  but  the  Apoftle  tells  us 
that  true  chriftians  "are God's  workmanfhip 
created  in  Ghrid  Jefus  unto  good  works": 
They  are.  recovered  to  the  image  and  to  the 
favour  of  God  "  they  are  pafTed  from  death 
to  life."  And  although  Ghrift  was  not  all'm 
them,  yet  they  were  fo.  far  enlivened  and 
a<^uated  by  his  fpirit,.  as  to  be  incorporated 
into  the  fame  body,and  with  him  conftitutc, 
as  we  may  fay,  "  one  Chrift  :"  It  is  true,Uke 
the  refl  of  mankind,  they  have  fallen  as  vic- 
tims to  temporal  death,  yet  that  divine  prin- 
ciple of  fpiritual  life  which  our  Lord  be- 
queathed them,  equally  formed  them  to  fee 
and  convcrfe  with  God,  as  a  principle  of  na- 
tural life  formed  them  to  fee  and  converfe 
with  material  obje(fl:s  in  the  prefent  world  : 
They  were  let  in  feme  meafure  into  the 
myilery  of  godlinefs  while  in  the  flefh,  and 
altho'  by  reafon  of  inherent  corruption,  they 
faw  through  fo  dark  a  medium  as  tranfmitted 
to  them,  but  feme  feeble  rays  of  divine  gigry, 
yet  at  death  all  inaptnefs  to  receive  divine 
emanations  wholly  ceafed  ;  and  as  heaven  is 
a  region  perfectly  full  of  fuch  emanations  as 
are  the  principles  and  caufe  of  happinefsjand 
no  adhering  corruption  forbids  the  entrance 
pf  fhefe  rays,  {o   upon    the   diilodgment  of 

their 
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their  fouls  from  their  bodies,  they  as  necef- 
farily  fee   the  glory  of  the  heavenly  world, 
as  a  man  whofe  viiive  organs  are  good,    on 
opening  his  eyes  fees  the  glory  of  thefe  hea- 
vens,  and   this  earth  :  new   and    furprizing 
fcenes  will  continually  open  upon  their  im-' 
proving  minds  :  paft  doubt,  they  will  fee  in 
a  clearer  manner  the  various  trains  of  divine 
difpenfations,  with  their  admirable  harmony 
and  proportion,  which  pertain  not    only  to-' 
this  world,  but  to  the  multiplied  inhabitants* 
of  many  other    worlds  ;  the  aftonifhing  re-' 
demption  of  an  amazing  multitude  of  finners,* 
who  have  lived  in  all  parts  and  ages  of  man- 
kind, and  who  will  have  a  joyous  and   uni- 
verfal  meeting  to  celebrate  the  praife  of  God 
and   "  the  {lain  lamb",    with   inconceivable 
exftacy,  will  tranfport  them  and  lead  them  to 
join  v/ith  thecelefiial  fpiritsin  their  afcriprldns 
of  praife,  faying,  "  Worthy  is  theLamb  that 
was  flain,  to  receive  power,   and  riches,  and' 
wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory, 
and  blefling,  from  every  creature  under  hea-' 
ven."     And  have  we  not  reafon  to  hope  thar 
fome  of  our  friends  lately  called  by  death 
from  this  affembly,  are  now  joining  the  glo- 
rious aflembly  ia  heaven  :  Making  no'  men- 
tion of  others,  two  of  this  church  we  hope 
by  leavingtheir  bodies, have  left  every  thing  of 
forrow,   and  gone  to  fing  the  praifes  of  the 
"  flain  lamb"  mentioned  in  cur  text :  The 

chara6ler 
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cliara(5ler  of  the  *  One,  has  received  ftrongcf 
atteftations  in  her  favour  from  thofe  ac- 
quainted with  her  exemplary  conduct 
during  her  repeated  trials,  than  can  be 
expected  from  Me,  whofe  acquaintance 
with  Her  commenced  upon  her  laft  fhort 
illnefs,  in  which  fhe  behaved  with  chri- 
ftian  patience  and  refignation.  My  more 
particular  acquaintance  with  the  f  Other,  in 
the  lafl:  part  of  her  life,  and  at  whofe  defirc 
the  words  of  our  text  have  been  chofen,  will 
allow  mc  to  mention,  that  fhe  gave  fuch  evi- 
dence ofherintereft  in  the"  blood  of  the 
lamb",  as  may  lead  us  to  believe  that  fhe  was 
qualified  by  divine  grace,  to  join  that  afTem- 
bly  who  are  *'  clothed  in  fine  linen,  white 
and  clean." 

Neither  my  capacity  or  inclination  allov;^ 
me  to  deal  in  encomiums,  or  to  fet  forth  the 
piety  and  virtue  of  thofe  perfqns,  who  in 
the  moft  ferious  hours  of  life  confcfFed 
themfelves  unworthy  finners,  difclaimcd  all 
pretences  to  merit,  and  refufed  all  confola-  • 
tion  but  what  afofe  from  the  efficacy  of  that 
blood  which  ma^  the  atonement :  It  is  well 
known  that  the  lafe  Mrs. Gill,  the  perfonof 

whom 

*  Mrs.  COMRIN,  who  left  a  fair  unblemi/hed  charaiSer,  and 
who  it  is  univerfally  faid,  paffed  through  various  trying 
fcenes  in  life,  with  a  truly  christian  temper.  She  died  buts 
few  days  before  Mrs.  Gill,  in  the  6Sth  year  of  her  age. 

f  This  refers  to  Mrs.  Gill, 
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ifrhom  I  am  fpcaking,  was  by  Her  |  tlrth  not 
only  entituled  to  lingular  advantages  to  fur- 
riiih  her  mind  with  ufeful  knowledge,  but- 
placed  under  the  forming  hand  of  an  indul* 
geht  parent,  who  made  it  no  more  the  bufl- 
nefs,  than  iht  pleafure  of  his  life,  to  inftili 
in  her  mind  thofe  principles  of  knowledge 
and  jJiety,  which  were  fo  confpicuou^  in  him- 
felf :  Her  fingular  improvements  were  highly 
fo  his  fatisfa(?tion  j  fhe  early  in  life  difcovcrcd 
herfclf  not  only  the  ingenious,but  the  ferious 
mind,  and  as  a  fpeclmen  of  it  f  foon  made 
open  profeiTion  of  the  chriftian  Religion  by 
attending  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel  in  the 
church  of  which  her  honored  father  was 
paftor,  in  conne<n:ion  with  the  late  venerable 
and  juftly  cfteemed  Dr.  Sew  all.  Her 
Numerous  acquaintance  can  witnefs  that  fhe" 
did  honour  to  her  profeflion,  by  her  exem- 
plary condu(5l,  in  the  various  departments  of 
life  to  which  fhe  was  called  :  From  her  firft 
entrance  into  the  marriage  (late  fhe  exhibited: 
the  bright  example  of  an  amiable  wife,  ant' 
endearing  companion,  and  an  rn-dulgent 
miftrefs  :  Her  nattiral  inclination  led  her  to 
books,  and  her  many  private  papers  difcover 
St  good  acquaintance  with  them  r  A  vein  of 
Q  piety 

'J  She  was  daughter  to  the  /ate  reverend  and  learned  Mr, 
TifOMAS  Prinqp,  who,  although  he  haii  feveral  Chjl.lr<;ni 
only  Mrs.  Gjll   furvived  him. 

t  At  abbut  i6  years  of  sge. 
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j^iety  rpreads  itfe'lf  thro' them, which  manlfeftar 
the  warm  emotions  of  her  mind,   and  that 
religion  was  both  the  bufinefs  and  pleafure 
of    her  life  :    And    however    fhe    might' 
diftruft   the    genninenefs   of    her    religious 
cxercifes    at    certain   feafons,  yet  their  ger 
neral    courfe  fhews   a  rnind   under  a  deep; 
habitual    fenfe,    not    only     of    the  reality, 
of  the  important  truths  of  the  gofpel,  but6f 
their  intrinfick  excellency  ;  and  that  Ihe   felt 
foch  an  efficacy  in  its  doctrines  and  precepts, 
as  made  her  rejoice  in  God,  not  fo  much  as  a 
means  of   fafety    from    evil,  as    her   only 
ptroper  portion  to  live  on* 


'  *  During  her  hft  iilnefs,  (whic|i  iSf^ 
know  to  be  as  fevere,  as  long  continuedj)^ 
the  whole  courfe  of  her  conduct  amidd 
the  obftinate  (Irugglcs  of  animal  nature, 
witneffed  the  fingularly  patient  mind,  and 
refigned  chriftian  :  In  this  feafon,  as  fiie 
had  full  pofleilton  of  her  rational  pow- 
ers,' time  was  given  for  the  mod:  feii- 
ous  recollection  :  *'  Death  is  no  Gourtier"; 
rhere  is  no  jefting  with  a  dying  perfon  t 
She  viewed  herfelf  as  fuch  ;  and  gave 
growing  evidence  of  the  excellency  of  that 

degree 


*  The  Author's  perfonal  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Gin, 
commenced  with  her  lalt  ficknefs,  wWch  was  of  the  drop- 
fica.1  kindj  and  of  more  than  eight  months  continuance.. 
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religion  file  profelTed,  in    that  it  not  t)nly 
armed  her  with  fingular  patience  dpring^a 
long  and  fevere  fickners,    but   made  her  re- 
joice at  the  thoughts  of  her  dilfolution  ;  Sl^e 
declared  herfelf  a  firm  believer  of  the  great 
doiflrines  of  the  gofpel,   trufted  file  in  feme 
degree  felt  their  energy,  and  hoped  p  be  ai) 
ecernal  monument  of  that   grace   of  which 
fiae  knew, herfelf  unworthy  :  ,And  altho'  it  i$ 
/aid  her  life  has  not  only  been  cii;cunifpe<9', 
but  exemplary,  yet,  but  a  few  hours  previous 
to  her  diflblution,  file  declared  fiie  laid  np 
ftrefs   feperate  from    her  connexions  with 
our   bltfied  Saviour,  on  her  religious  coi^ 
dufl  or  exercifes  of  any  kind  as  having  the 
any  moral  efficacy  to  draw  down  the  divine 
favour,,  but,    difcarding    all  other    refuges, 
trulled  folely  and  abfolutcly  to  that  finiihcjj 
righteoLifiiefs  and  atonement  revealed  in   the 
gofpel  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  which 
fully  coincided  with  a  declaration  in  herdiar 
ry  made  many  years  fince,  "That  ftie  fled  tp 
the  "  Blood   of  the  Lamb"  ;  on    that  fiie 
depended  for  pardon,  cleanfing,  acceptance, 
and  all  her  falvation."     With    the    utmoft 
calmnefs  of  mind,  in  full  pofieffion  of  her 
rational  powers,  and  without  the  leaft  per- 
ceptible itruggle  of  animal  nature,  fiie  madt 
a  happy  exchange,  we  truft,  of  this  life,  for 
heavenly  glory.      ...^iJ^   . 

\     ,,  '  .^'..  Such 
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Such  arc  inflruiftlve  leflbns  of  mortality  ? 
Each  of  us  muftfooner  or  later  follow  our 
dcceafed  friends  to  the  grave  ;  how  folacing 
to  fee  them  with  their  dying  breath  calmly 
yield  their  fpirits  into  the  hands  of  that  Sa- 
vior who  committed  his  own  "  into  the 
hands  of  his  Father"  !  But  if  we  divert  our 
attention  from  thefe  things,  becaufe  they  arc 
difagreeable  to  us,  when  death  comes  on 
with  its  near  approaches,  and  we  have  irre- 
{iftible  convidion  that  we  have  done  with 
the  views  and  pleafures  of  this  little  point  of 
time,  and  are  irrecoverably  finking  into  cter* 
jsity,  to  appear  in  his  prefence  which  fo  pe- 
netrates the  inhabitants  of  the  heavenly 
world,  as  to  bring  every  creature  proftrate 
before  him,  if  we  fo  prepofteroufly  forget 
our  higheft  and  almoft  only  intereft,  with  a 
diflTolving  nature  we  muft  expert  to  ^ee\  the 
fatal  eiFerts  of  the  moft  criminal  wickednefs, 
in  preferring  a  momentary  falfe  happinefs, 
to  that  fubftantial  as  well  as  durable  pleafure, 
which  ever  refuits  from  the  favoqr  and  love 
of  God.  • 


Let  us  ever  be  mindfultbatweinhabit  bodies 
which  are  daily  wafting,  and  will  foon  crumble 
into  duft  ;  and  efpecially  be  mindful  of  tha^ 
important  day,  when  companions  on  earth, 
ihe  deareft  iiicnds,  and  the  nearcft  relatives, 

mud 
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muft  either  take  a  long  eternal  fareweH  of 
each  other,  or  dwell  together  in  everlafting 
happinefs  or  mifery.  '•  What  concerns,  (ays 
one,  have  we  all  in  eternity  !  O  (ubjj?d 
without  bounds  !  Who  is  able  to  do  it 
jaftice  in  Words  !  Who  is  able  to  reach  it 
even  in  thought  !  Happinefs  which  (hall 
continue  through  endlefs  ages  !  Mifery 
which  fhall  never  have  an  end  !  O,  the  in-- 
conceivable  blindnefs  of  fuch  as  are  unmind- 
ful of  a  future  ftate  !"  God  grant  that  it 
may  not  be  true  of  any  here  prefent ;  but 
may  **  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb"  appear 
fo  precious  to  us  in  this  life,  as  that  we 
fhall  efteem  an  eternity  well  employed 
in  Ihewing  forth  his  praife,  "  *  Who  is 
worthy  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and-* 
wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory,* 
and  blefllng.     Amen. 

•  Rev.  4.  18. 


An  Introdu£lory  Page. 


RIF^TE  Tapers,  efpecially  fiich  as' 
are  wrote  for  one's  perfonal  profit  or'- 
amtifement,  -without  any  view  to  their- 
.  appearing  in  the  pubhck  eye,    may  be 
conftdered  as  a  glajs  which  not  only  difcovers 
a  perfons  natural gemus  and  improvement,  but 
alfo  the   real  moral  qualities  of  the   heart  : 
Mrs.  Gill  had  much  recommended  herfelf 
to  her  numerous  acquaintance  in  the  courfe  of 
her  life\,    which  made  them  defirous    to  fee 
fome  of  her  mbre.  private  papers  when  de- 
prived of  the  benefit   of  her  company  and  con- 
verfatiori' :  for  ihe  writings  of  an   intimate 
fiiend;  ^tvhile  they  convey    ufeful   in/iru^ion^ 
make  us  fiel  the  generous  and  warm  emotions 
of  friendfhipf   and  doubly  profit,   becaufe  they 
doubly  pleafe  :  Thofe  of  her  papers,  which  it 
was  thought  proper  to  fubjoin  to   this   Dif 
'courfe,are  but  a  fiiall part  of  the  many  which 
fhe  was  willing  to  fave  from  ruin,  having  put 
an  end  to  many  of  her  writings  with  her  own 
hands  ;,  perhaps  the  Tuhlick  may  fee  more  of 
them  in  fome  future  ti?ne,     A  Diary  of  her 
If e  begins  with  the  year  1743,  when  floe  was 
about  I  ^  years  of  age  :  She  writes  her  defign 
in  keeping  it  "  is  to  affifi  her  in  the  chriflian 

and 
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and  divine  life'.     Her  mind  appears  to  have 
been  firji  religioujly  affe^ed  ahoUt  the  time  in 
which  /he  began  her  Diary  ;  forjhe  mentions 
the    ''*  frd    twelve  years  of  my  life    were 
fpent  thoughtkjs  of  God  and  eternity  \     Her 
converfion  does  notfeem  to  have  been  either  fo 
fevfible  orfudden  as  many  others  may  have  ex- 
perienced^ as  JJde  declares  herfelf  to  have  been 
"  gradually  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of 
God  and  Chrifi\     At  this  feafon  [he  com- 
plains of  much  error  and  darknefs  :  Her  own 
words  are,  "  One  €rror  1  went  into  was  judg- 
ing of  my  fate  by  the  experiences  of  otherSf 
whereas  the  word  of  God  is  the  only  flandard 
by  which  we  can  judge  of  ourJiate\     Her 
Diary  plainly  difcovers  that  Jhe  findied  the 
rules    by    which  the  chrijiian  life  was  to  be 
direSledy  and  this  led  her    to  make  frequent 
complaints  of  her  criminal  inattefition  to  divine 
things,  and  the  ftrength  of  her  own  corrup- 
tions :  It  alfo  points  out  the  various  methods 
flje-purfued  to  animate  and  affijl  her    in   the 
religious  life,  as    devout  meditation,  ferious 
f elf  examination^  joined  with  prayer  andfafl- 
ing  :  And  although  Jloe  appears  to  have  been 
acquainted  with  the  genuine  workings  of  true 
piety  in  the  heart,  and  was  herfelf  perfw ad ed 
of  it,  at  certain  feafons  in  particular,  yet  fhe 
fays,  *'  Ifnd  myjelf  forjiml   and  flighty    in 
duty  ;  unwatchful ;    unfruitful  and  unexetn- 
plary  to  others' i  While  Jhe  Jaw  j  Jhe  lamented 

th&fs 
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thefe  deficiencies  ;  and  dretv  up  the  fdvourahk^, 
land  ive  have  reafon  to  think  juji  conclujioni 
that  amidfi  all  her  darknefs  and  doubts,  Jhe 
ivas  formed  by  divine  grace  for  the  **  holj 
emplojments  of  Heaven',  and  had  chojeit 
God  for    her  portion," 


'the  follonvhig  papers  are  independent  on 
each  other  :  are  fetched  and  placed  ivith 
little  alteration  in  the  fame  order  in  which 
fke  left  them  :  are  chiefly  devotional,  imd 
Jheiv  that  fhe  ivas  not  fo  delighted  "with 
books  and  compdny  as  to  be  forgetful  of  her 
own  heart :  Shejujily  thought  that  the  import 
tant  truths  of  fcripture  in  a  complex  view, 
were  well  formed  to  touch  every  principle  of 
ailion  in  the  human  hreajl,  therefore  that 
a  proper  knowledge  or  belief  of  them  came 
armed  with  every  motive  by  which  the  mind  is 
Wont  to  be  moved ;  and  that  true  religion  while 
it,  enlightened  the  underjlanding  and  convinc- 
ed the  judgment,  warmed  alfo  the  affeSiions^ 
and  led  the  mind  into  habitual  converfc  with 
Qod. 


■  ■  May  the  Tapers  here  fdcBed  he  not  only 
profitable  and  entertaining  to  her  more  par- 
ticular friends  and  acquaintance,  but  to  all 
into   whofe  hands    they    may  providentially 

H  fall  i 
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fali :  j^nd  may  they  feel  thofe  traces  of 
devotion  in  their  hearts  in  this  life,  ivhich 
are  fo  neceffary  a  preparative  for  the  hlejfed- 
Tfiefi  of  the  heavenly  fate  ! 


■■■^^afa^iJi-nii'    ■■1  ■*■■ 
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APPENDIX. 

Containing  fome  of  the  Papers  wrote 
by  the  late  Mrs.  Gill. 

No.  I. 

On  Chrlftian  Magnanimity. 

HIS  life  is  a  fcene  of  trials.  Man 
is  born  to  trouble  as  the  fparks  jfly 
upwards. — And  as  mankind  in  gene- 
ral, fo  chriftians  in  particular,  have 
troubles  to  grapple  with. — Their  glorious 
leader  forewarned  them  of  it  in  his  laft  dif- 
courfe,  "  in  the  world  ye  fliall  have  tribu- 
lation." And  as  the  chriftian  has  often 
times  peculiar  trials,  fo  he  has  a  peculiar  way 
of  overcoming  them  :  There  is  doubtlefs  fuch 
a  thing  as  natural  fortitude  and  grcacnefs  of 
mind.  When  perfons  of  a  calm  and  manly 
temper  duly  ftudy  the  vicifTitudes  of  human 
life,  and  by  comparing  one  thing  with  ano- 
ther, learn  to  fet  a  juft  eftimation  on  things, 
this  will  infpire  them  with  contempt  of 
many  things  which  the  icfs  difcerning  (liali 
Hz  eilecra 
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jsHeem  at  a  mighty  rate  !  Confequently  he 
will  bare  up  under  the  lofs  of  what  another 
ihall  account  an  infupportable  evil.  But 
chriftian  fortitude  is  quite  another  thing, 
rifes  from  another  principle,  is  cherifiied  by 
othtT  motives,  and  continued  by  other  fup- 
ports. 

The  principle  from  whence  it  arifes  is 
religion,  or,  a  proper  temper  of  mind  to- 
*wards  God,    and  a  juft  fenfe   of  onesfelf. 

I.  Afupreme  regard  toGod  w\\\  difpofe  it 
to  a  calm,  dutiful  acquiefcence  in  his  will  ; 
this  will  (ilence  all  murraurings,  fubdue  all 
difcontent,  compofe  each  undue  inclination, 
Jiurable  the  native  pride  of  the  human  heart, 
and  difpofe  it  to  a  complacence  in  God  as 
it's  portion  and  chief  good.  A  branch  of 
this  religion  confifts  in  Faith,  a  firm  belief 
of  the  grand  points  of  revelation,  of  the 
truth  of  the  divine  promifes,  the  unchange- 
ablenefs  of  the  covenant,  the  veracity  and 
ability  of  the  Mediator  of  that  covenant  : 
A  fixed  faith  in  the  dodlrinc  of  a  future  (late 
of  retribution,  when  all  things  which  now 
appear  difordered  and  irregular,  will  then  be 
feen  to  have  been  conduced  with  the  moll: 
admirable  fkill,  the  happieft  connection,  and 
furprifing  harmony  to  attain  the  wifeO:  ends  i 
Ibi?  will  caufe   h  to    iriumph  in  the  Crof^ 

v;hil2 
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while  k  looks  not  at  feen  but  unfeen  things  ; 
while  it  views  the  eternal  weight  of  glory 
working  out  for  it  by  means  of  affli(5lion, 
phofe  aJfliSiions  (however  grievous  to  fenfe, 
and  hard  for  reafon  to  fubmit  unto)  will  appear 
light,  and  but  for  a  moment  I 

2.  yi  proper  temper  of  mind  towards  one's 
Jelf^  which  can  be  found  in  none  but  a  true 
chriftian,  will  lead  it  to  the  exercife  of  hu- 
mility. As  a  creature^  a  mean  creature^  it 
will  feel  its  dependence  on  God  ;  hence  be 
led  to  place  its  whole  reliance  on  him,  own 
its  fubjeftion  to  him,  and  refign  to  his  go- 
vernment. When  fore  trials  are  upon  it, 
this  will  be  its  language,  *'  // is  the  Lord, 
let  him  do  as  he  pleafes  with  his  creature". 
Again,  as  it  is  ^fmful  creature,  this  proper 
temper  will  lead  it  to  the  exercife  of  deep 
abafement  :  It  will  be  fo  far  from  refenting 
its  aiSi<^ion5  as  injuries,  that  it  will  patiently 
fay  with  the  prophet,  *'  I  will  bear  the  in- 
dignation of  the  Lord,  becaufe  I  have  finned 
againft  him",  and  "  wherefore  fhould  a  liv- 
ing man  complain  for  the  punifhment  of 
his  fins",  in  a  flight  afIli<5tion  here,  whereas 
fhofe  ftns  really  merit  infinite  punifhment 
hereafter  !  This  will  quiet. the  mind  under 
deferved  calamities,  for  while  it  views  the 
adorable  juftice,  the  fpotlcfs  purity,  and  a: 
.the  fame  time  the   wonderous  patience,   yea 

lonp- 


i    S4    ] 

fufFering  of  God,   towards  it,  how   can  It 
reply  to  him  ! 

The  inothes  by  which  it  is  continued,  are 
confonant  to  thefe  principles  ; — -A  love  to 
God^  to  his  will,  providence,  and  glory  ; — 
to  its  ozunfpiritual  advMitage  here^  and  acccfs 
of  glory  hereafter  : — The  covenant  and  pro- 
rnifes  of  fapport  under,  improvement  of,  and 
final  deliverance  from,  all  its  afflictions. 
Thcfupports  by  which  it  is  cheriihed  are  the 
promifes  of  the  gofpel,  the  fullnefs  there  is 
in  Chrift  for  it,  of  grace  and  light,  of  holi- 
nefs  and  comfort ;  the  confolations  and  in- 
fluences of  the  fpirit  ;  and  the  believing 
profped:  of  a  final  conquefl. 


No.   2. 

God  All,  and  in  All ! 

OST  in  the  unfathomable  abyfs  of  thy 
grcatnefs,  thine  infinite  excellence,  thy 
rcfplendent  glories,  I  know  not  how  to 
adore  thee  !  And  yet  while  I  contemplate, 
I  am  all  adoration  !  Shall  I  attempt  to  praife 
thee  for  thv  wonderful  works  of  creation, 
thofe  bright  manifcftations  of  thy  power, 
and  thy  wifdom,  thefe  declare  their  former, 
but  thefe  are-  not  Thyfelf  I  Shall  I  contem- 
plate 
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plat€  thy  providence  which  directs  and  go- 
verns all  the  univerfal  fyftem  of  animate  and 
inanimate,  rational  and  fpirltual  beings — This 
fpcaks  Thee  all-fovereign,  wife,  omnipotent, 
and  good  !  Shall  I  enter  deeper  and  fing  the 
redemption  of  man  :  How  Deity  was  joined 
to  humanity  !  Shall  I  endeavour  to  trace 
the  w"onderous  fcheme  from  the  covenant  of 
redemption,  and  carry  my  thoughts  thro' 
all  the  types  and  fhadows  of  the  old  dif- 
penfation,  'till  the  great  anti-type  appeared 
in  flefh  ;  and  thence  through  all  he  did,  and 
all  he  fufFered  to  that  aftonifhing  period, 
when  our  divine  redeemer  bowed  his  dying 
head  and  declared  ' tis  jinijhed  !  Shall  I  pro- 
ceed and  take  a  view  of  the  works  of  his 
grace  in  the  hearts  of  innumerable  multi- 
tudes, in  every  period  fince  his  afcenfion  ! 
— Shall  I  cad  my  eyes  backwards  on  the 
various  difplays  of  his  conquering  power,  in 
what  he  has  done  for  his  church,  and  carry 
\}cit\x\  foruoards  to  what  he  has  promifedfhall 
yet  be  done  till  time  fhall  end,  and  all  his 
people  are  gathered  together  in  one  !  Shall 
I  go  on  to  that  wonderous  period  tha  con- 
fummation  of  all  things  ?  when  all  his  con- 
quefts  are  compleated,  and  he  the  Almighty 
Victor  fhall  appear  at  the  head  of  an  innu- 
merable company  which  no  man  can  num- 
ber, furrounded  by  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
thoufands  of  his   mighty   angels!  By   falel-^ 

fhall 


^ 
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fhall  I  view  him  as  the  iilun-rious  judge  of 
quick  and  dead,  feared  on  his  judgment  feat, 
all  nations  being  gathered  before  him,  iife 
and  death  eternal,  ifTuing  from  his  lips  !-^ 
At  the  end  of  that  day  behold  him  finifhing 
the  oeconomy  of  the  prefent  ftate,  and  in 
all  the  pomp  of  regal  power  afcending  into 
the  higheft  heavens  1  And  there  opening  the 
niyfteries  of  providence  and  grace  to  the 
perpetual  and  growing  admiration,  and  de- 
light of  faints  and  angels  through  eternity! 
— Shall  I  view  him  as  he  is  lord  of  angels  I 
and  lord  of  men  !  and  lord  of  worlds  ! 
And  when  all  thefc  thoughts  are  colleft* 
ed  in  one  grand  idea,  fhall  I  then  ftop 
and  think  1  have  feen  enough  ?  No  !  This 
is  but  a  fpeck  to  Thee,  the  infinite  Divi^ 
nity  \  I  know  that  Thou  art  yet  behind  the 
veil,    that 

"  nou,  thoit  art  all  ! 


W  "  My  foul  flies  up  and  down  in  thots  of  thee  ^ 

I  ^*  ^nd  finds  herfelf  hut  at  the  centre  fill  I 

t .  ^*  J  AM,  iky  ^^^^  I  Exiflence.all  thine  own  / 

1  "  Creations  nothing'  toThee^the  great  original  I 

Fain  would  I  know  all  that  my  feeble 
nature  is  capable  of  taking  in  ;  by  what  I  fee 
I  know  I  yet  fee  but  ^  faint  r^^  of  thy  glory! 
That  ray  adoniflies  me !  I'm  abforbed  in  the 
Qcean  of  inimeniity  !  And  find  that  all  na- 
tions 
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tlon^  are  as  nothing,  yea  lefs   than  notfiiftf^' 
they  are  vanity  to  thee  ! — What  then  am  1 ! 
liift  a  little  mote  fvvimming  On    the  Turf-ace 
of  the  creation. —But  O  1  When  I  think  of 
thee,  to  what  do  I  fink  ? 


**  N@iu  at  thy  feet  zuitb  a%vfulfear^ 
"  Adoring  lovj  Til  fall^ 
*'  With  joy  IJhrink  to  nothing  her^ 
"  Before  th'  eternal  All  I  — 


O  thoil  felf-exiRent  1  felf-fufficient  Being  ! 
Let  nie  know  of  T^^^  all  that  mor- 
tality is  capable  of  knowing  :  not  to  gra- 
tify a  vain  curiofity  ;  but  let  me  kno\^ 
thee  fo  as  to  love  thee,  fo  as  to  fftrm  me 
into  a  rcfemblance  of  thee  in  moraf 
re<^itude, — — -knowing  thy  gfeatnefs  wilt 
humble  me,  knowing  thy  fovercignry  wiU 
fubdue  rrie  ; — knowing  thy  holinefs  wiU 
abafe  mt  j'  thj?  goodiiel^  will  melt  rae  ;  thy' 
wifdom  will  aftonifh  me  ;  thy  gt"ate  will  al- 
lure nie  ;  therefore  I  beg  to  fee  thee  as  thoiJ' 
art  in  the  face  of  Jesus  \ht  Mediator;  ai 
fight  of  thee,  out  of  him,  will  eonfume  me  j 
but  through  him  attraf)^  me  ;  and  then 
I  fliall  fly  to  and  embrace  him,  and  be  fof 
Mm,  and  itoy  all  fliall  be   fw^rilowed  up    irt' 
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him  whois  the  brightnefs  of  the  father's  glory, 
and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon — Then 
to  the  only  living  and  true  God,  the  Fa- 
ther, the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  fhall  I 
devote  my  all,  and  fpend  an  eternity  in  the 
fublimeft  adorations,  fervices,  and  praifes,  to 
him  that  fits  on  the  throne,  and  to  the  lamb, 
for  ever  and  ever,  Amen.  Hallelujah  1 


No.  3. 
Breathings  after  GOD, 

O!  Thou  unbounded,  felf-fufHcient  Be- 
ing !  Thou  objeft  of  my  happinefs  ! 
Thou  fountain  of  my  blifs  !  let  me  implore 
thy  favour.  This  reftlefs  foul  was  formed 
by  thee,  and  formed  capable  of  happinefs : — 
My  afpirtng  mind  aims  at    it,  O  diredt  my 

fearch  ! *Lct  my  ambition  terminate  on 

thee  !-*0n  thee  let  my  whole  delight  be 
placed,  my  wtlhes  centre  ! — 'Tis  not  in  any 
inferior  good  to  fatisfy  me  : — Friends  are 
precious,-^outward  enjoyments  pleafant,— - 
intelleflua]  attainments  far  better — but  to 
know  thee,  to  love  thee,  to  6njoy  thy  fmiles, 
this  is  my  life.-^I  am  not,  I  never  can  be 
fatisfled  without  thee.-^With  thee  I  am  full 

and 
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and  happy,  I  am  rich,  I  am  more  than  con* 
tented. In  thee  I  pofTefs  all  that  my  na- 
ture is  capable  of — Amidft  ftorms,!  am  calni 
— in  folitude  I  have  a  companion — in  fick- 
nefs  I  have  eafe.- — This  is  my  higheft  felici- 
ty,   I    can    have,    nor   defire    greater,  that 

*'  Thou  art   mine,    and  I  am  Thine." 

A  nd  may  a  worthlefs  worm,  a  clod,  a  no- 
thing, yea  a  linful   nothing,   dare    to  fpeak 

it  ? Let  heaven  be  aftoniihed,  and  earth 

amazed  ! — What  ?  dare  to  love  a  God  ! — 
Low  lay  my  foul,  and  humbly  lifp  whatGod 
himfelf  approves. — Thou  knoweft  my  inmofl: 
defires,  and  art  acquainted  with  my  moflr 
fecret  thoughts  ;  and  O  my  facred  witnefs, 
may  I  not  appeal  to  thee  and  fay,  my  fi^r 
pream  delight    is  in  God. 


Ever  the  fame  is  the  object  of  my  blils, 
ever  a<^ive  is  the  principle  within  me — therer 
fore  ever  in  purfuit  of  a  fomething  to  make 
amends  for  its  earnefl:  defires.  And  where 
is  that  fomething  ?  Where  have  I  found  it-— 
the  world  affords  nothing  but  toil,  but  va- 
nity and  tumult  ; — Friendfhip  is  but  a  par- 
tial, and  Eafe  a  temporary  pleafure  ;  riches 
give  no  fatisfaftion  to  my  mind^ — books  and 
lludy,  my  favourite  employments,  will  not 
pleafe  always.  Abftra(5t  from  fenfitive  things 
■ — far  from  all  finite  views,  I  have  had  happy 
I  2  moments. — • 
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moments. — My  mind  has    been   raifed  to  s 
nobie  elevation,  I  have  even  not  only  def- 
pifed  all  other  low  objefts,   but  looked  ofl 
tnyfelf  with  contempt — What  can  thus  de^ 
grade  myfelf  in  my  own  eyes— what  thus  ex* 
alt  a  foul  fo  felf-abafed  ?— Why,  O  my  foul 
'art  thou  fo  unable  to  anfwer  ? — 'Tis  unan- 
fwerable!  and   yet  this  more  than  anfwers, 
a  God  fills  all,  is  all,  and  all  in  all. — Tis  a 
relation  to  him  that  makes  me  any  thing--*- 
(eperate  from  this,  being  is  nothing  or  worfe 
fhan     nothing,     a    curfe.— O    let   me    be 
thine  ! — be    this    my   whole   Ac^ixc. — —— * 
Infinite  fullnefs   i^    ready    to   communicate 
full  happinefs  ! — O  tranlporting  heart-enliv^ 
riing  thought ! — I'll  dwell  on  it — I'll  live  on 
it— yes,  I'll  dwell  near  this  fountain  !— 'Be 
gone  ye  lying  cheats;  of  fenfe. — — Adieu  yc 
gaudy  trifles— ^ — My^foul  fprings  forth  and 
^rafps    fuperior  blifs.     Perfe(5t  excellence-is; 
the  oeauty  I  pant  to  fec-^—I  cannot   defcend 
to  love  a  leflfer  :  No,  all  other  love  is  cold- 
fiefs,  is  perfe<5t  indifference    to '  this   divine 
sardor. 


No.  4.     ■ 

!^•'^^HElord  is  a  CoA   of  judgment; 
■_!.     Bleflcd  arc  dity  that  wait  for  him." 
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—He  knows  when  is  the  fittefl:  time  to  bc- 
ftow  fuch  or  fuch  a  particular  favour ; — h^ 
knows  how  to  prepare  me  for  the  reception 
ef  it,  and  he  knows  when  I  am  prepared. — ^ 
How  often  have  I  impatiently  purfued,  de- 
lired,  and  prayed  for  a  mercy,  he  has  feem'd 
to  deny.  I  have  gone  on  to  feek,  till  almoft 
difcouraged,  have  been  ready  to  think  either 
I  was  wrong  in  feeking,  or  'twas  in  vain  to 
feek,  and  juft  as  I  have  been  giving  it  over 
as  a  gme  cafe,  his  mercy  has  furprized  me^ 
I  have  been  brought  out  of  long  diftrefs 
into  great  light  and  peace  !  Then  I  have 
feen  reafon  to  blefs  him  for  delaying  till 
that  very  time  ;  and  the  timing  the  provi- 
jdence  has  inhanced  the  value  of  the  mercy. 

*Tis  wife  to  wait  for  God's  time,  feeing 
he  knows,  and  will  order  every  thing  in  the 
very  bcft  time.— Tis  wife  as  'tis  my  intereft, 
and  'tis  fo  as  'tis  my  duty.  Adored  be  his 
goodnefs,  who  has  condefcended  to  join  the 
duty,  the  intereft,    and    the  comfort  of  hi« 

people   in  one. They   are    blefled   that 

dutifully  wait  for  him  : — bleffed  even  in 
^waiting -T-ncvex  happier  than  when  quietly 
waiting  for  his  falvation.  There  is  a  reft, 
a  peace,  a  fatisfa<5lion  in  waiting,  that  the 
enjoyment  (in  itfelf)  can't  give:  bleifed  alfo 
when  they  receive  that  for  which  they  waited. 
T-^Many  4  chriftisn  has  blelTed  God  for  de- 
laying 
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laying  his  favours,  and  thereby  leading, them 
thro'  many  exercifes  of  faith,  of  hope,  of 
humble  prayer,  which  never  had  been 
added  to  their  experiences,  if  he  had  given 
immediate  fcnfible  anfwers ;  and  thofe  views 
they  have  had  of  God,  and  experiences  of 
divine  things  they  have  met  with  on  thofe 
occafions,  have  been  fome  of  the  brighteft 
evidences  of  their  grace,  and  moft  eminent 
experiences  of  their  lives  ;  and  they  can 
witnefs  to  the  bielTednefs  of  waiting  for  him  ! 
And  furcly  I  mufl:  yield  my  teftimony  to 
this  !  I  have  prov'd  it  ! 


No.  s- 

I  God  of  grace,  God  of  love,return  to 
me,  or  never  more  fhall  my  foul  have 
reft.  I  wander  in  an  endlefs  circle  of  mifery, 
and  can  find  nought  to  folace  me,  without 
a  God.  My  outward  circumftances  on  all  ac- 
counts are  as  agreeable  as  I  defire — but  ah  ! 
What  avails  the  fhining  of  the  fun  to 
prifoners  fhut  in  ^  dark  dungeon  ; — no 
more  does  all  I  enjoy  make  me  happy,  until 
I  fee  thy  beauty,  and  read  thy  love  in  the 
fmiles  of  thy  benign  countenance  on  me  ! 
O  thou  Majcfty  Divine!  My  foul  panteth 
for  thee  !  My  heart    crlcth   for   the  living 

GoxL 
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God.  To  fee  thy  power  and  thy  glory  as 
thou  art  revealing  it  to  fome,  and  as  I  have 
feen  it  in  forn:ier  gladfome  days  in  thy  fane- 
tuary  !  O  when  fhall  I  once  more  fee  and 
feel  a  prefent  God  ! — To-Morrow  is  a  high 
feftival  to  the  Lord  !  To-morrow  Jefus  has 
appointed  a  banquet !  And  will  he  call  me 
there  ?  Call  me,  not  as  Efther  called  Haman 
to  procure  his  punifliment,  but  as  he  in 
the  days  of  his  flefh  called  his  dear  difciples 
to  hold  intimate  endearing  fellowlhip  vv^ith 
them  ?  It  may  be  the  lafl:  facrament  I  ihall 
ever  attend,  the  laH:  opportunity  to  fit  with 
Chrift  at  his  table  !  O  may  the  attendance 
be  an  emblem  of  the  marriage  fupper  of 
the  lamb  in  his  father's  houfe  above  I  O  to 
meet  thee  there  my  adorable  Jefus !  There 
to  give  myfelf  to  thee  !  There  to  receive 
thee  in  all  thy  glorious  characters,  thy  facred 
andthyfaving  offices,  and  there  to  drink  of 
the  fatnefs  of  thine  houfe  !  My  foul  defires  to 
feek  and  wait  for  thee  more  than  morning 
watchers  weary  of  a  cold  and  a  dark  night, 
look  for  the  dawn  of  day  !  My  foul  7nujl^ 
and  if  thou  affift  it  JJ.m II  follow  hard  after 
thee  !  O  I  can't  be  without  thee !  Thy  prc- 
fcnce  is  my  life.  Be  not  angry  while  I  alk 
for  life  !  My  happincfs  through  eternity  is 
embottom'd  on  the  plea  ! — 


No 
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HOW  excellent  is  thy  loving  kindnefs,  O 
God,  therefore  will  I  put  rhy  truft 
in  thee  !  How  glorious  was  my  God,  my 
King,  this  mcrning  in  the  galleries  of  his 
grace  !  What  the  riches  of  his  love  !  I  went 
early  with  deflre  to  meet  him,  I  went  to  fee 
his  beauty  and  enquire  in  his  temple.  My 
heart  was  on  the  fearch  for  God.  And  O 
marvellous  to  relate,  He  meeteth  finners  ! 
He,  the  high,  the  lofty,  and  the  holy  God, 
meeteth  the  vileft  and  the  chief  of  all  the 
guilty  race  !  He  met  me  in  that  mod  glo- 
rious declaration,  Ifai.  41.  17,  18.  He  mef 
me  in  the  cordial  truths  deduced  front 
them.  He  opened  a  river  on  th?^  high 
f)lace  of  his  ordinances — ^and  he  caii- 
fed  me  to  fee  a  fountain    in  the  Valley  of 

perplexing  fears.-^ O  what    grace,    what 

fullnefs  relides  in  the  Mediator!  What  full- 
nefs  has  he  to  beftow  on  our  poor  needy 
panting  fouls  ;  and  how  free,  how  ready  to 
beftow  them  !  yea,  hov7  defirous  is  he  to 
fhower  them  on  us,  a.s  defirous  is  he  to 
confer,  as  intent  upon  it,  as  he  was  to  pur- 
chafe  them.  What  remains  then  for  mc 
but  to  open  my  mouth  wide,  to  expand  my 
heart,  and  welcome  the   efFufion  of  divine 

inflasnce- 
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Influences.  Away  my  indifference,  away 
my  unbelief,  lay  down  at  the  bread:  of  that 
j5romife  above,  and  draw  confolation,  be 
fatisfied  with  the  blifs  it  enfuresj  be  delighted 
with  the  good  it  confers  :  O  my  foul  hafte, 
hafte  to  thy  folace  !  Here  is  marrow  and  fat- 
hefs — Here  all  dcfirables.  1  bid  a  glad  adieu 
to  everything  elfeas  my  good,  and  take  mji 
God,  for  mj  alt,  to  love  him,  and  to  live 
upon  him. — I  will  not  love  hufband,  parent, 
friends,  houfes,  lands,  riches,  pleafures,  nor 
any  thing  in  compare  with  MY  God,  my 
ALL  ! — 


No.  7. 

Internal  Evidences  of  a  re?ie%ved  Hearts 

MY  heart  is  tery  deceitful — but  fo  far 
as  I  know  it,  I  know  when  I  feel 
happieft,  and  what  I  delight  mofi:  fenfibly 
in  :  I  love  my  friends  dearly — but  I  love  the 
prefence  of  God  more.  I  delight  in  good 
fodety,  but  I  prize. communion  with  the  Fa-' 
ther  of  fpirits  more.-— — I  love  to  ferve  my 
friends,  but  I  delight  vaftly  more  in  feeling 
my  very  will  intirely  fubje^t  to  God. — — 
Yea,  I  have  found  an  unfpeakable  pleafure 
ift  having  my  will  crofs'd,  and  my  carnal' 
defireS   denied    by   him. —And  I   do  know 

K:  tha! 
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that  I  never  felt  better  pleafed  than  when  I 
furrenderd  my  will,  afFeftions  and  all  my 
concerns  into  his  hands,  and  left  it  with 
him  to  do  jufl  what  he  pleafed  therewith — 
Is  not  this  real  religion  ?  If  it  is  not,  I  know 
not  what  it  can  be — nature  can't  attain  it : 
'Tis  contrary  to  nature  to  love  to  be  crofs'd, 
and  this  becaufe  God  chufes  it. — Can  lefs 
than  a  divine  power  work  this  in  fuch  a  fin- 
ful  heart  I  Surely  no.  Be  thankful  O  my 
foul  to  the  God  of  grace---Can  I  ever  'praife 
him  enough  for  bringing  vi'le  wretched    me 

out  of  darknefs  into  marvellous   light ! ' 

My  errand  now  to  the  throne  of  grace,  is  to 
g^t  more  of  this  heavenly  temper— I  would 
have  it  the  very  breath  of  my  heart  daily, 
hourly,  and  in  every  moment  of  my  life, 
"  Father  not  as  I  will,  but  ^s  thou  wilt" — 
O  my  heavenly  father  give  me  this  confor- 
mity to  thee-'-Let  my  will  be  crofs'd,  hum- 
bled, broken,  'till  it  is  fwallowed  up  in 
thine.  Let  thy  Will  be  the  rule  of  mine, 
empty  me  of  felf,  and  mould  me  into  thine 
image  for  Chrift's  fake.      Amen. 


No.  8. 

Truft  I  have  had  more  real  delight  in  the 
things  of  God  the  pall:  month,  and  more 
(olid  pleafurcj  than  ever  I  took  in  the  world 

and 
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and  all  its  gay  allurements.  The  word  and 
the  divine  truths  oF  the  gofpel  have  been 
prized  and  delighted  in,  efpecialjy  thofe 
which  relate  to  the  divine  perfon,  wondrous 
offices,  a(5lions,  benefits,  love  and  grace 
of  the  blefTed  Redeemer — I  have  loved 
to  read  of  him  and  meditate  on  him  ;  yet 
alas  I  know  not  what  to  think  of  myfelf. 
My  heart  is  fo  apt  to  loofe  this  guft,  to  for- 
get this  Savour  of  his  name,  to  return  to 
floth,  and  yet  farther  to  wander  from  him  ; 
and  fome  days  I  have  fuch  a  backwardnefs 
to  fecret  prayer,  that  it  is  when  performed, 
gone  about  as  a  tafk,  and  I  have  no  fpiritual 
views  of  God  or  defires  after  fpiritual  mer- 
cies.—Again,  I  get  fome  faint  glimpfe  and 
feem  to  want  to  have  the  enjoyment  of  God's 
prefence,  and  to  be  afreili  brought  near  to 
him,  even  to  his  feat,  to  behold  his  glory, 
to  fee  his  beauty,  and  that  I  may  have  the 
higheft  efteem  of  him  and  ardent  love  to 
him,  and  heart-fatisfying  communion  with 
him — Again,  I  return  to  a  dull  indifference, 
yea,  to  an  abfolute  negligence  af  him,  fo  that 
I  can  come  to  no  clear  fatisfa^lory  conclufion 
about  my  (late.  If  I  am  a  believer,  I  am 
the  lowefl:  of  all  ;  if  a  hypocrite,  a  ftlf- 
deceived  one,  and  in  awful  danger  of  peril'h- 
ing.  Lord  Jefus,  I  beg  thee  to  have  pity  on 
me,  and  fave  me  to  the  uttermofl:  ;  thou 
canfi:  do  it,  I  believe  thou  canrf,  and  I  beg 
K  2  thy 


[     ^8    ] 

thy  free  mercy.  True  I  am  a  great  (Inner, 
fcut  my  finSjtho'  they  deferve  infinite  punilh- 
inent,  do  not  furpafs  thy  powerful  grace,  for 
that  is  infinite.  I  would  flee  to  thee,  and 
venture  on  thy  rich  grace,  venture  my  foul 
upon  thy  grace,  and  beg  to  be  faved  from 
rny  finful  nature  as  well  as  guilty  ftate,  for 
the  one  is  my  malady  as  well  as  the  other  ! 
Lord  feize  my  whole  foul,fan6lify  and  cleanfe 
every  part  of  it,  and  let  me  from  this  evening 
be  thine,  in  an  everlafting  union  and  -  furc 
covenant,  and  never  more  be  my  own  or  the 
worlds,  but  love,  fear,  ferve  and  delight  in 
thee  forever.  Lord  let  this  be  the  happy 
event  that  fhall  fucceed  all  my  folly,  vileneft 
and  guilt,  the  great  ifTue  of  all  my  wand- 
rings,  my  apoftacies  and  perplexities,  and 
thine  fhall  be  the  glory  forever,  Amen 
and  Amen. 


No.  9. 

How  7noJl  er.aSl:  is  natures  frame  ! 
How  wife  the  eternal  Mind  ! 
His  coimfels  never  change  the  fcheme 
That  his  firjl  thoughts  defignd. 

OR.  is  it  poiTible  to  add  to,  or  alter 
that  plan  for  the  better.  His  fore- 
knovviedge  and  wifdoiii  oxludes  the  fuppo- 
fulon  of  any  aner  aiTicnuiiient : — Twas  com- 

pleat 
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pleat  In  all  its  parts :  Each  perfe(5lly  adjufted, 
fo  as  to  form  one  harmonious  Whole  ! 

I  blufh  with  a  confcioufnefsof  my  extream 
folly,  in  every  dilTatisfied  thought  I  entertain 
with  any  of  thy  difpenfations  ;  O  thou  wife 
Governor  !  I  am  alhamed  of  my  bafe  ingra- 
titude in  that  when  thou  haft  afTured  me  that 
in  all  thy  difpenfations,  in  every  afflicting 
ftroke,  in  every  crofs,  yea,  in  every  fcourge 
of  thy  rod,  ftill  thou  art  "  ever  mindful  of 
thy  covenant": — ai  way  saving  in  concurrence 
with  it  : — Not  a  fingle  circumftance  befalls 
me  but  what  is  agreable  to  that  gracious 
charter. — However  intricate  and  dark  my 
circumftances  appear  to  human  reafon,  yet  I 
have  no  room  to  diftruft  thee  ;  they  are  all 
clear  in  thine  eye  ;  and  though  I  know  not 
what  is  to  befall  me  a  moment  before  hand, 
whether  downy  peaccjor  dire  calamities  await 
me,  yet  this  I  know,  that  putting  myfelf, 
and  my  all  into  thine  hand,  I  fhall  be  fafe  ; 

■ — fafe  for  time,   and   fafe  for  eternity. 

I  hope  I  have  often,  and  often,  committed 
my  immortal  part  into  thine  hands,  and  laid 
the  weight  of  its  falvation  on  my  divine  Re- 
deemer, and  with  facred  pleafure  left  it  with 
him  : — To  his  all-gracious  care  have  I  alfo 
repeatedly  trufted  all  my  temporal  concerns, 
and  with  an  intire  affiance  left  them  with 
him.     And  O  !  with   what    facred    ferenity 

have 

^- 
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have  I  thea  walked  under  the  ihadow  of  his 
wings  ?  How  did  I  rife  above  all  my  fears  ; 
above  all  my  fufferings  ;  above  all  my  ene- 
mies ;  and  in    the  triumphs  of  faith    could 

"  I  know  Tve  made  tny  refuge  God, 

"  j4nd  found  a  moji  fecure  abode  ; 

"  Have  walk'd  all  day  beneath  his  fhade^ 

"  ^nd  there  at  night  refted  my  head. 

"  Now  I  will  fay  my  God  thy  poixier 

"  Shall  be  my  refuge  and  my  tower, 

"  7  that  am  formed  of  feeble  dufl^ 

"  Make  thine  almighty  arm  my  trufl  ; 

"  How  happy  1 1  my  Maker  s  care 

* '  Shall  keep  mefro^n  th e fowler  sfnaref:^z. 

Thus  bled  was  I  in  the  fweets  of  heavenly 
peace,  while  I  repos'd  myfelf  in  the  arms  of 
eternal  truth  ! 

What  remains,  O  my  foul,  but  a  renewal 
of  thofe  a6ls  of  faith  ?  This  will  enfurc  re- 
ncw'd  happinefs. — Go  then,  and  depofic  all 
thy  cafe  with  him,  on  whofe  fhoulders  hangs 
the  weight  of  the  whole  creation  !  Go  and 
carry  thy  burdens,  thy  wants,  thy  griefs,  thy 
fears,  thy  defires,  to  him,  and  leave  all  at 
the  foot  of  his  throne  ; — having  done  this, 
reft  fatisfied  that  he  who  is  the  hearer  of 
prayer  will  in  his  time  redrefs  thee  ; — that 
nothing  fliall  befall    thee  but    what  infinite 

wifdom 
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wifdom  fees  to  be  bed:  !  Stedfaftly  continue 
to  confide  In  hini :  Believe  his  promifes,  acd 
live  upon  his  faithfulncfs  :  So  fliall  they  be 
life  unto  thee  ;  and  ftrength  to  all  thy  foul  • 
What  are  all  the  pleafures  of  fenfe,  the  blan- 
difliments  of  the  world,  but  naufeous  dregs  ? 
What  the  fociety  of  the  moft  knowing,  and 
beft  of  friends  ?  'tis  empty  to  the  commu- 
nion I  long  after  !  What  the  knowledge  of 
nature,    to    true   fpiritual  acquaintance  with 

natures  Origen  ! Never  had  I  tafte,   nay 

nor  a  conception  of  pleafure,  till  a  ray  of 
divine  glory  beam'd  on  me,  and  warmed  this 
heart,  and  dilTolved  it  with  love  !  The  hea- 
venly luftre  fpread  all  around  me  ;  I  wel- 
com'd  its  illuminations,  and  felt  its  enlivening 
influence  !  I  then  opened  into  marvellous 
light,  and  inexpreflible  communications  fol- 
lowed !• — And  tho'  the  divine  Being  had  be- 
fore appeared  in  his  moft  dreadful  attributes, 
and  I  was  in  fearful  horror,  knowing  my 
fins,  my  enmity  and  obftinacy,  confidered 
him  as  my  almighty  enemy  ;  and  was  tremb- 
ling under  the  weight  of  my  guilt,  and  his 
anger,  yet  no  fooner  did  he  by  his  fpirit  reveal 
himfelf  in  his  true  character,  but  that  inward 
revelation  wrought  fuch  efFefts,  and  was  fol- 
lowed with  fuch    confequences,    as  nothing 

but  almighty  grace   can  perform. From 

union  to  him    by  faith,    flows   communion 
with  him  ;  and  this  gracious  communion  / 

havs 
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have   call'df    and  nothmg  clfe  can  I  call, 

Happinefs, 


No.  lo, 

FAIN  would  I  get  my  heart  in  tune  for 
the  facred  exercifes  of  piety  ;  but  ah, 
my  affciflions  are  cold,  my  mind  lazy,  and  I 
can't  with  vigour  perform  any  duty  !  When 
will  my  releafe  come  from  this  burdenfome 
clog  of  clay  ?  When  fhall  my  happy  jubilee 
appear  !  when  I  fhall  get  free  from  this 
principle  of  (in  'within,    from  a  difl:ra<51:ing 

world  without  ! When  fhall  this  heart 

ceafe  to  be  treacherous,  my  dearRedeemer  ? 
When  wilt  thou  take  the  entire  poffeffion  of 
me,  and  caufe  me  to  live  wholly  to  Thee  ? — - 
I  am  weary  and  fick  of  my  floth  and  inacti- 
vity in  the  fublime  bufuiefs  of  devotion. 
Thou  defervcft  to  be  ferved  with  the  heighth 
of  pious  affections  ; — nothing  lefs  than  the 
burning  ardor  of  fervent  love  fhould  ad- 
company  each  prayer,  each  thanklgiving, 
each  ejaculation,  yea,  each  thought  :  But 
alas  !  my  devout  expreflions  freeze  on  my 
lips,  my  heart  is  cold  to  all  the  imprefTions 
of  redeeming  love  ! — That  'tis  fo,  is  I  hope 
a  burden  to  me.  I  can't  be  eafy,  I  muft  a- 
rife  and  feek  him  whom  "  my  foul  loveth," 
loveth  tho'  with  fo  faint  a  flame,  fo  infinite- 
ly fliort  of  the  merit  of  the  objcd. 

As 
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As  long  as  I  aai  in  this  tabernacle,  I  ex- 
peS:  to  groan  under  my  burdens  — I  have 
many  kinds  of  burdens — But  the  greateft  of 
all  is,  the  plague  of  my  own  heart :  I  have 
the  highefl:  reafon  to  cry  out  with  the  great 
apoftle,  and  great  chriflian,  "  O  wretched 
that  I  am,  who  ihall  deliver  me  from  this 
body  of  fin !" — Blefled  be  God  a  Deliverer  is 
provided  :  Jefus  has  undertaken  the  work, 
and  has  he  not  omnipotence  to  effect  it  ? — 
Be  encouraged  then,  O  my  foul,  to  hold  out 
in  thy  conteft  with  fin — refifting  its  moti^ 
ens — flruggling,  fighting,  wreflling  even  un- 
til death  :  fo  fhalt  thou  gain  the  conquefi:, 
and  receive  the  laurel  oi  him,  who  purchaf- 
cd  both  the  victory  and  the  reward  by  his 
fpotlefs  righteoufnefs  and  meritorious  fuf- 
ferings — Bear  up  a  little  longer,  and  prefs 
through  all  difficulties :— When  once  thou 
getteft  free,  no  more  fhalt  thou  cry  out  of 
a  dark  underftanding,  cold  afFe(ftions,  per- 
verfe  will,  nor  murmuring  paflions,  but  all 
thy  foul  fkall  be  fvveetly  attempered  to  the 
bufinefs  and  the  bleflfednefs  of  that  ftate  where 
God  is  ferved  in  all  the  perfe£l  beauties  of 
holinefs  !  —  Amen.  Even  fo  Lord  Jesus, 
may  this  be  the  lot  of  the  unworthieft  of 
thy  creatures,  even  for  thine  own  mercies 
fake.     Amen  and  Amena 


It  was  thought  proper  to  annex  thefol- 
lowing  LETTER,  wrote  by  Mrs. 
Gill,  to  the  foregoing  Tapers  :  As 
fiich  a  ferious  plain  Addrefs,  often 
proves  more  ferviceabk  than  themojl 
laboured  Compoftion.  It  was  wrote 
in  the  Tear  1755,  and  fealed  with 
this  Order ^  *'  Not  to  be  opened  'till 
after  my  Death :"  And  in  Complin 
ance  with  her  Requeji,  it  was  not. 


To   all  my  young  Acquaintance,    into  whofe 
Hands  thefe   Lines  may  eome* 


A 


S  from  the  invlfible  world,  (that  world  of  fpirits 
into  which  mine  will  have  entered  before  this  i$ 
prefented  you)  I  now  addrefs  you  ;  and  I  ear- 
neftly  intreat  you  to  receive  my  meflage. 

I  may  now  fay.fince  I  fhall  be  beyond  the  fenfibilitles  of 
this  mortal  life,  that  'tis  a  difxnterefted  love  and  concera 
for  your  beft  good, that  prompts  me  to  this.  With  pity 
have  I  often  thought  on  your  cafe  :  Frequently  has  my 
heart  bled  in  fecret  for  thofe  of  you  who  live  eftranged 
from  God,  ignorant  of  the  pleafures  ©f  the  divine  life, un- 
acquainted with  the  lovely  Redeemer,  v/ith  communion 
with  God,  the  gracious  influences  of  his  fpirit,  and  tha 
tokens  of  his  love  and  favour  !  And  while  I  have  feea  you 
engaged  in  a  round  of  amufements  and  feafual  gratiSc^- 
tions,  the  v/orld  fmiiing  on  you,  and  yoa  hearkening  to 
L  5  ifis 
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jts  deluSve  promlfes — pleafing  yourfelves  with  its  airy 
vanities,!  havethaught  you,  (as  you  really  are,)a  company 
offpiritsmade  and  bound  for  etsrnity.and  fpeedily  haften- 
ing  to  it,  and  uncertain  whether  you  fhould  be  happy  ia 
the  focicty  of  perfeded  fpirits,  and  in  the  fatisfying  pre- 
fence  of  God  forever,  or  bemiferably  fixed  in  a  ftate  of 
enmity  to  him  in  company  with  unholy  devils  :  And 
yet  you  are  diverting  on  the  borders  of  this  eternity,  as 
fecurely  as  though  you  could  never  enter  into  it.  Let 
me  therefore  entreat  you  by  all  the  motives  proper  to 
fivay  you  as  reafonablejas  immortal  beings,  to  fecure  your 
eternal  welfare  without  any  delay — till  that  is  done  you 
are  in  conftant  hazard  of  eternal  death  :  The  next  hour 
may  be  the  finifhiog,  the  deciding  period — can  you  be 
eafy  to  (land  on  the  brink  of  Eternity,  ready  to  fall, 
^nd  not  know  how  your  ftate  will  be  determined  at  the 
awful  bar  of  GOD  I  — Dare  you  venture  into  his  prefence, 
'•whofe  all- feeing  eye  penetrates  the  inmoft  recefles  of  your 
hearts,  and  not  know  whether  he  is  your  frie«d  or  your 
AlmightyEnemy  ?  Can  you  think  of  appearing  before 
him  as  your  Judge,  and  reft  till  you  have  fecured  an 
intereftin  him  as  your  SAVIOUR  ? — Are  not  your  fouls 
precious  ?  Do  you  really  fee  their  importance  ?  If  you 
don't,  go  vifit  a  dying  bed — fee  what  that  will  teach  you, 
read  the  word  of  God,  and  there  you  will  find  the  maker 
of  fouls  tells  you,  that  they  are  of  more  worth  than  a 
"  whole  world" — But  fhis  is  nol  :■'!,  confider  the  value 
Chrift  feton  them  ;  to  fave  fouls,  uie  eternal  Word  that 
coHdefcended  to  veil  his  glory,  to  take  on  him  the  form 
of  a  fervanr,  and  in  that  fon''.  to  fuffer  and  die — read  the 
hiftory  of  his,  life— his  humble  ftate — his  hardfliips  and 
indignities — his  painful  ignominious  death — the  agonies 
of  his    foul — his    bearing   the   wrath  of  God — fuffering 

under  the  immsnfe  weight  of  the  divine  difpleafure. 

llead  his  agony  in  the  garden  and  on   the  crofs,  and  ail 
loudly  fpeak  the  Vv'orLh  of  each  of  your  fouls. 

Would  you'be  happy  ia  life"?  The  wa/s  'of  vita! 
godlinefs  are  indeed  pieafant,  and  the  keeping  God's 
CnmiTwndments  brines  a  peace  piaffing  underftanding  I 
Would  you  be  fitted  to  meet  death  without  terror^? 
Com.;  lo  Chriit,  and  he  will  rake  away  the  fting  of  it^ 
Sfld  it  ihall  be  to   you  a  fweet  p.ilTage-way  to  glory  !-— 

^   ■        -  ^     ^      ■     ^  wou;4 
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Would  yoit  be  fafe  for  eternity  ?  An  intereft  in  Ciirift 
will  give  you  fuch  a  fure  title  to  eternal  life,  as  nothing 

can  annul  I What  pleas  fhall  I  ufe  to  perfwade  you 

to  be  religious  ?  Shall  I  tell  you  your  all  depends  upon 
it ;  that  this  is  the  only  way  to  glorify  God,  and  that 
you  cannot  be  happy  here  or  hereafter,  without  it  ? 
Shall  I  allure  or  terrify  you  ?  Shall  I  tell  you  that 
Heaven  with  all  its  joys,  that  God  Ai'm/el/muR.  be  yours, 
or  you  muft  have  Hell,  with  all  its  amazing  terrors,  the 
guilt  of  fin,  the  flings  of  confcience,  the  wrath  of  an 
ihcenfed  God,  and  a  flighted  Saviour,  for  your  miferable 
portion  to  eternity  !  Can  you  think  of  the  contraft,  and 

hefitate  a  moment  which  to  chufe  ? 1  fpeak  as  from 

Eternity,  won't  you  believe  me? Shall  I  allure 

you  by  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  ?  Shall  I  tell  you  of  the 
amiablenefs,  the  tranfcendent  lovelinefs  of  the  blefiedMe- 
diator — That  he  is  altogether  glorious  in  his  perfon,  and 
m  his  mediatorial  chara^er  :  That  he  is  all-fufiicient  to 
fave  you.  Shall  I  affure  you  he  is  now  nuilling  to  do  it, 
offers  himfelf  with  all  his  benefits  to  you,  and  Avaits  your 
acceptance— —If  you  will  accept  him,  he  will  be  7our 
almighty  friend,  your  fatisfying  portion,  your  prcva'en?: 
Interceffor,  and  he  will  be  all  this,  fcr  ever. — r-You 
fhall  be  fill'd  with  love,  joy  and  peace — Shall  fee  fucfe 
glories  and  feel  fuch  happinefs,  as  is  beyond  ihe  concep- 
tion of  the  moft  raifed  mind  on  earth  to  conceive  1  Tins 
is  fomething  of  the  blifs  Chrift  now  offers  you  1 — Tvind 
what  anfwer  will  you  give  him  ? — Will  you  accept  orr5.r 
fufe  ?-— one  or  the  other  you  mufl  do.  —  Do  jo'4  begjin  :,to 
confider  ?  And  are  you  ready  to  afic,  '*  What  methc^s 
fhall  I  vjfe  to  get  into  the  narrow   path    which  leads  to 

life"? —It  is  no  doubt  your  iadifi  enfable   duty    iui- 

pisdiately  "  to  repent  and  believe  the  gofpel":  And  al- 
though none  but  God  can  give  you  this  repentance  and 
faith,  yet  as  he  ufually  v^orks  through  the  inftrumenta- 
lity  of  means,  as   the  moft  probable   method   to  obtain 

them, Take  time  {ov  ferious  meditation — let  not  one 

day     pafs     without    it Diligently    attend    all    the 

means  of  grace,  public,  private  and  fecret — be  much 
in  fecret  prayer — hear  every  fermon  as  for  your  life, 
*nd  as  though  it  was  the  laft — labour  to  keep  eternity  in 
yiew — labour  to  realize  theeyeof  God  always  on  you-r— 
Jhefearc  |)ovyer|"ul  incentives  to  diligence —AlTociate  with 
,.     '    '  the 
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the  fearers  of  God — feek  for  proper  companions  tcwhoia 
you  may  open  your  cafes,  and  don't  be  afraid  or  alhamed. 
to  do  it — O  don't  be  afhamed  to  appear  openly  or  fiagu- 
Jarlygood — bear  on  your  minds  that  you  can't  get  to 
Heaven  without  pains,  arduous  labours  and  perfevering 
ftrivings.  Religion  is  not  the  work  of  a  day — nor  is  it  % 
thing  to  come  in  by  the  bye,  but  it  is  the  one  thing  ne- 
ceiFary,  and  muft  be  the  chief  bufmefs  of  your  lives — you 
muft  give  God  your  whole  hearts — don't  think  you  caa 
ferve  God  and  fin  together — but  remember,  that  real 
religion  is  aconformity  of  thefoul  to  God  in  moral  dtfpo- 
fitions.  and  therefore  that  fin  muft  be  forfaken — you  muft 
turn  from  all  fin,  or  you'l  never  turn  to  God — Refolve 
in  a  humble  dependance,  on  the  help  of  Chrift,  to  delay 
no  longer,  but  immediately  to  fet  about  this  great  work 
in  earneft. 


From  The  Bofton  Evening-Poft. 

Jluguji  12,  1 77 1. 

[  Wrote  by  another  Hand,] 

AST  Monday  died,  aged  43  Years,  Mrs.  Sarab 

Gill,  Confort  of  Mr.  Moses  Gill,  Merchant, 

,     the  laft  Defcendant  of  the  late  Reverend  and 

-"     Learned  Mr.  Thomas  PaiNCE,   Paftor  of  the 

Old  South  Church  in   this  Town, The 

great  Author  of  Nature  had  beftowed  on  her  a  Genius 
uncommonly  ftrong  and  penetrating,  and  placed  her 
under  the  Care  of  an  affe£tionate  Father,  whofe  pleafing 
Employment  was  to  cultivate  her  infant  Mind,  and  guide 
feer  in  the  Exercife  and  Improvement  of  thofe  Talents 
with  which  ihe  was  fo  liberally  endowed,  —  And  the  early 
Advances  {he  made  in  ufeful  Knovrlcdge,  together  with 
the  benevolent  Dlfpofition  which  graced  her  whole  De- 
portment, more  than  anfwered  the  fondeft  Espedation  of 
her  kind  Parent.  As  fhe  had  been  taught  in  her  Child- 
hood to  reverence  tb^  Chriftian  Religion,  in  riper  Years, 

upoa 
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upon  a  candid  and  accurate  Examination  of  the  Evidence 
on  which  it  was  founded,  flie  was  fully  convinced  of  it's 
divine  Original  ;  and  that  a  ftri^  Conformity  to  it's  Pre- 
cepts conftituted  the  higheft  Happinefs  of  which  the  hu» 

man  Soul    is  capable. Having  determined   that  the 

facred  Scriptures  were  the  only  true  Criterion  of  her 
Ackions,  ftie  made  it  her  daily  Care  to  examine  herfelf 
tberebiy  :  And  under  the  happy  Influence  of  fo  wife  a 
Determination,  flie  performed  the  various  focial  and  mo- 
ral Duties  with  an  unaffected  Eafe  : — To  her  Parents  fte 
was  cbfervant  and  dutiful  ;  to  her  Hufband  fhe  was  ten- 
der and  affeiflioBate  ;  to  her  Domefticks  indulgent  and 

beneficent. She   was   ever  amiable   among  her  Ac- 

quainvance — a  conftant  and  warm  Friend,  and  never 
failed   with    Compaffion  and  Generofity  to   relieve  the 

NecelHties  of  the  Poor, Nor    was   her    Benevolence 

confined  within  the  narrowLimirs  of /'r/t'«/<?  Connexions, 
but  extended  to  the  whole,  human  Race  : — And  having 
great  Merit  in  the  Literary  World,  fhe  had  theAdvantage 
of  being  fully  acquainted  with  the  State  of  Mankind  ; 
and  from  a  thorough  Coaviftion  of  their  Right  to  Free- 
dom, and  the  Importance  of  it  to  their  Felicity,  both  here 
and  hereafter,  fhe  to  her  lateft  Hour  fervently  wifhed  and 
prayed  for  the  Liberty  of  the  World  in  general,  and  of 

her   own   Country  in  particular. But  with   all    her 

Accomplifhments,  it  muft  be  mentioned  as  worthy  of 
Imitation,  that  fhe  ever  difcovered  that  chriftian  Humi- 
lity which  arifes  from  a  juft  Senfe  of  human  Imperfediion  ; 
and  therefore  fne  did  not  build  her  Hopes  of  future  Hap- 
pinefs  upon  her  own  Righteoufnefs,  but  relied  wholly  on 
him  whofe  Merit  and  Atonement  is  all-fufficient.  She 
bore  her  long  and  feverely  painful  lUnefs  with  a  Fortitude 
which  was  at  once  demonftrative  of  her  own  Sincerity, 
and  of  the  Reality  of  that  Religion  which  fupported  her. 
— She  faw  the  Approaches  of  what  Men  call  Death,  with 
Pleafure,  looking  upon  it  as  a  Tranficion  to  that  Life  and 
Immortality  which  is  brought  to  Light  by  the  Gofpel  of 
Jefus  Chrift. — Her  near  Relatives  and  numeroes  Friends 
find  their  only  Confolation,  under  {o  heavy  a  Bereave- 
ment, in  contemplating  thatGlory  which  fiie  undoubtedly 
is  now  in  the  full  Poiiefnon  of Her  Body  was  con- 
veyed to  the  Grave  with  every  Mark  of  that  unfeigned 
Efteem  which  fhe  fo  highly  deferred . 


i-iiSffSirr'^m^fS^e^'^m'fl^X'^. 


